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TEN LITTLE MICE

Ten little mice went out to play
Out to play, one fine day

Along came a cat and chased one away
How many mice were left?

Can you count them? Can you see?
How many mice were left?

ONE, TWO, THREE…
(count up to nine)

Nine little mice went out…
(The number decreases as you sing the rhyme)

HOW NICE I AM

How nice I am; I’ve learned to be. 
I raise my hand before I speak. 

How nice I am; I’ve learned to be. 
I sit in my chair most properly. 
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How nice I am; my best I do. 
I use the words “please” and “thank you.” 
 
How nice I am; try to be kind. 
I wait my turn and stay in line.

How nice I am; I’ve learned to be. 
I say, “Sorry” and “Excuse me!” 
 
How nice I am here at my school. 
I try to live “The Golden Rule.”

HANDS

My hands upon my head I’ll place,  
Upon my shoulders, on my face,  
At my waist and by my side,  
Then behind me they will hide.  
Then I’ll raise them way up high,  
And let my fingers fly, fly, fly,  
Then clap, clap, clap them—  
One - Two - Three!  
Now see how quiet they can be.
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TEN LITTLE FINGERS

I have ten little fingers and ten little toes. 
(Point to body parts as they repeat words) 
Two little arms and one little nose. 
One little mouth and two little ears. 
Two little eyes for smiles and tears. 
One little head and two little feet. 
One little chin, that’s (Child’s name) complete.

I USE MY BRAIN

I use my brain to think, think, think,
I use my nose to smell.

I use my eyes to blink, blink, blink.
I use my throat to yell.

I use my mouth to giggle, giggle, giggle,
I use my hips to bump.

I use my toes to wiggle, wiggle, wiggle,
And I use my legs to jump.
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(Sound Song)

1.  If you’re happy and you know it, 
 Arch your back “a” “a” 
 If you’re happy and you know it, 
 Arch your back “a” “a” 
 If you’re happy and you know it, 
 Then your face will surely show it 
 If you’re happy and you know it,

  Arch your back “a” “a”
2. Bounce around “b” “b”.
3. Catch a ball “c” “c”...
4. Dance with me “d” “d”...
5. Fall down “f” “f”...
6. Gallop like a horse “g” “g”...
7. Hop on one foot “h” “h”...
8. Jump so high “j” “j”...
9. Kick in the air “k” “k”...
10. Laugh out loud “l” “l”...

IF YOU ‘RE HAPPY AND YOU KNOW IT
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11. March in place “m” “m”...
12. Nod your head “n” “n”...
13. Paint a picture “p” “p”...
14. Run in place “r” “r”...
15. Sit on the floor “s” “s”...
16. Talk to me “t” “t”...
17. Vacuum the rug “v” “v”...
18. Walk around “w” “w”...
19. Yawn right now “y” “y”...
20. Zip your zipper “z” “z”...

WASHING

They that wash on Monday
Have all the week to dry;

They that wash on Tuesday
Give their best and try;

They that wash on Wednesday
Are not so much to blame;
They that wash on Thursday

Wash for shame;
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They that wash on Friday
Wash in need;

They that wash on Saturday
Have all the time to play

They that wash on Sunday
Oh, they’re slow indeed!

START THE DAY WITH A SMILE

(Tune: The Mulberry bush)

This is the way we start the day, 
Start the day, start the day. 
This the way we start the day, 
So early in the morning. 
First we smile and shake a hand, 
Shake a hand, shake a hand. 
First we smile and shake a hand, 
So early in the morning. 
Then we sit down quietly, 
Quietly, Quietly 
Then we sit down quietly, 
So early in the morning.
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HURRY, HURRY, DRIVE THE FIRE TRUCK

Hurry, hurry, drive the fire truck 
(Hands on steering wheel) 

Hurry, hurry, drive the fire truck  
Hurry, hurry, drive the fire truck 

Ding, ding, ding, ding, ding! 
(Ring bell) 

 
Hurry, hurry, turn the corner 

(Lean to the right) 
Hurry, hurry, turn the corner 

(Lean to the left) 
Hurry, hurry, turn the corner 
(Lean to the right and left) 

Ding, ding, ding, ding, ding! 
(Ring bell) 

 
Hurry, hurry, climb the ladder 

(Pretend to climb ladder) 
Hurry, hurry, climb the ladder 
Hurry, hurry, climb the ladder 
Ding, ding, ding, ding, ding! 

(Ring bell) 
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Hurry, hurry, squirt the water 
(Pretend to spray hose) 

Hurry, hurry, squirt the water  
Hurry, hurry, squirt the water  
Ding, ding, ding, ding, ding! 

(Ring bell) 
 

Slowly, slowly, back to the station 
(Lean slowly to the left and right) 
Slowly, slowly, back to the station 
Slowly, slowly, back to the station 

Ding, ding, ding, ding, ding! 
(Ring bell) 

PEOPLE IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

(A song from Sesame Street)

Oh, who are the people in your neighbourhood  
In your neighbourhood  
In your neighbourhood? 
Oh, who are the people in your neighbourhood,  
The people that you meet each day?
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Oh, the fireman is a person in your neighbourhood,  
In your neighbourhood, in your neighbourhood.  
The fireman is a person in your neighbourhood,  
A person that you meet each day. 
(Add verses with other people in the 
neighbourhood; grocer, mail carrier, shoemaker 
etc.)

LITTLE PUSSY

I love little pussy, 
Her coat is so warm,
And if I don’t hurt her
She’ll do me no harm.
                So I’ll not pull her tail,
                Nor drive her away,
                But pussy and I 
                Very gently will play
She shall sit by my side,
And I’ll give her some food;
And pussy will love me 
Because I am good. 
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MARY HAD ALITTLE LAMB

1. Mary had a little lamb,
 Little lamb, little lamb,
 Mary had a little lamb,
 Its fleece was white as snow
2. And everywhere that Mary went,
 Mary went, Mary went,
 And everywhere that Mary went,
 The lamb was sure to go.
3. It followed her to school one day
 School one day, school one day
 It followed her to school one day
 It was against the rule.
4. It made the children laugh and play
 Laugh and play, laugh and play
 It made the children laugh and play
 To see a lamb at school.
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MONKEYS IN A TREE

(Action poem)
Five little monkeys  

Sitting in a tree  
Teasing Mr. Crocodile—  
”You can’t catch me.”  
”You can’t catch me.”  

 Along comes Mr. Crocodile  
As quiet as can be—  

SNAP!!!  
Continue until all monkeys  

are gone

CREEPY MOUSE

Creep, creep, creepy mouse,
Where is your little house?
             It’s down there in the corner
             At the bottom of the wall!
Creep, creep, creepy mouse
Show me your little house,
             I fear you cannot get inside,
             The door is very small.
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FLYING-MAN

  Flying-man, flying-man
  Up in the sky
  Where are you going to,
  Flying so high?
                Over the mountains, 
                And over the sea!
                Flying-man, flying-man,
                Can’t you take me?

DRINKS

Tap water, spring water, mineral water too
Are types of water we get,

Come one, come two, come three,
Come enjoy the water.

Reprint 2024



13Class I : An Anthology of Songs, Rhymes and Poems

Suja-Ngaja, Khaja
Are types of tea we make,

Come one, come two, come three,
Come enjoy the tea.

Orange, lime and lemon,
Are types of juice we make,

Come one, come two, come three,
Come enjoy the juice.

MIX A PANCAKE

    Mix a pancake,
    Stir a pancake,
    Pop it in the pan;

              Fry the pancake,
              Toss the pancake,
              Catch it if you can.
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PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY

First you take the dough and knead it, knead it.
Peanut butter, peanut butter, jelly, jelly.

Pop it in the oven and bake it, bake it.
Peanut butter, peanut butter, jelly, jelly.

Then you take the knife and slice it, slice it.
Peanut butter, peanut butter, jelly, jelly.

Then you take the peanuts and crack them, 
crack them.

Peanut butter, peanut butter, jelly, jelly.

Put them on the floor and mash them, mash 
them.

Peanut butter, peanut butter, jelly, jelly.

Then you take the knife and spread it, spread it.
Peanut butter, peanut butter, jelly, jelly.
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Next you take some grapes and squash them, 
squash them.

Peanut butter, peanut butter, jelly, jelly.

Glop it on the bread and smear it, smear it.
Peanut butter, peanut butter, jelly, jelly.

Then you take the sandwich and eat it, eat it.
Peanut butter, peanut butter, jelly, jelly.

 POLICEMAN

 (A finger play)

This is a car driving down the street  
(right fist travels down extended left arm)  

Here’s a policeman walking his beat 
(right index and middle fingers walk down 

left arm)  
Now he is checking the stores at night  

To see that the stores are locked up tight  
(right index finger and thumb turn key in keyhole 

formed   by crook of little finger of left hand, other 
fingers in a fist.)  
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And this is the friendly traffic cop,  
(left hand in fist, index finger straight up)  
Who tells the cars when to Go and Stop! 

(on go index finger beckons, on Stop, raise fist up)  
When cars get in a traffic jam  

(jam fists together)  
He helps them better than anyone can.  

(left index finger as cop stands erect)  

I LOVE LOLLIPOP

I love lollipop, you love lollipop
We all love lollipop, loli, loli, pop

I love icecream, you love icecream
We all love icecream, ah, ah, icecream.

I love chocolate, you love chocolate
We all love chocolate, choco-chocolate
I love bubblegum, you love bubblegum

We all love bubblegum, bubble, bubblegum.
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ROW YOUR BOAT

Row, row, row your boat,
Gently down the stream,

Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily,
Life is but a dream.

APPLE CAKE TIME

   Birthday’s coming.
   It’s time to bake a cake.
   An apple pie
   Is sure to delight!

           Cut up the apples
           Ones that are plump and ripe
           Add the egg, and some milk
           And beat with all your might
           Sprinkle in some sugar
           And mix it all together
              Bake the cake in the oven
             ‘Til it’s browned just  right
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   Set it on the table
   Oh it smells so nice
   Now come one come all,
   And bring your appetite

DIWALI

Bing, bang, boom, dum, dum, dum,
I light all my crackers,

Diwali has come.
Ladoo and jalebi.

Make my stomach full,
Dum, dum, dum
Diwali has come.
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JUMP OR JIGGLE

Frogs jump,
Caterpillars hump.

Worms wriggle,
Bugs jiggle.

Rabbits hop,
Horses clop.
Snakes slide,

Seagulls glide.
Mice creep,
Deer leap.

Puppies bounce,
Kittens pounce.

Lions stalk – 
But – 

I walk.
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“

MOO

Moo,” says Mrs Cow, “I like hay.”

“Bow-wow,” says Doggie, “ Bones any day.”

“Milk,” says Pussycat, “ And nice fried fish.”

“I,” says the Bee, “Sip honey where I wish.”

“Quack,” says Mother Duck, “ Worms are best 
of all.”

“Mice are really nicer,” Says the Owl on the wall.

Baby say “A-goo, a-goo, I like bread and 
milk I do.”
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GOT MY TOOTHPASTE

 (Tune: Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star)

Got my toothpaste, got my brush, 
I won’t hurry, I won’t rush. 

Making sure my teeth are clean, 
Front and back and in between. 

When I brush for quite a while, 
I will have a happy smile!

SHAPES

(Tune: Are you sleeping)

This is a square, this is a square, 
How can you tell? How can you tell? 

It has four sides, 
All the same size. 

It’s a Square, It’s a Square. 

Reprint 2024



22Class I : An Anthology of Songs, Rhymes and Poems

This is a circle, this is a circle. 
How can you tell? How can you tell? 

It goes round and round, 
No end can be found. 
It’s a circle, It’s a circle. 

This is a triangle, this is a triangle. 
How can you tell? How can you tell? 

It only has three sides, 
That join to make three points.

(Lean to the right) 
Hurry, hurry, turn the corner 

(Lean to the left) 
Hurry, hurry, turn the corner 
(Lean to the right and left) 

Ding, ding, ding, ding, ding! 
(Ring the bell) 
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