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Look at this village. How many houses are 
here?  Can you see Dechen and Dorji’s 
house?
It is the house next to the big banana tree.
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Dechen and Dorji live with their father and 
mother. They have a new baby sister in 
their family. The baby’s name is Wangmo. 
Wangmo can sit but she cannot walk. 
Dechen and Dorji help their mother with the 
baby.
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Dechen and Dorji’s grandfather also lives 
with them. He is a very old man. He likes 
to sit beside the fire. The children like his 
stories. Now, he is telling them a story of a 
boy and a tiger.

“Were you the small boy in the story, 
grandfather?” asks Dechen quietly but 
grandfather doesn’t answer.

Reprint 2023



4

Dechen and Dorji’s house has a new, black, 
plastic water pipe. Good, clean water comes 
to the house. When the ox stands on the 
pipe, water comes out. The children are 
happy. They all like to play in the water.
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Today the children cannot play.

“Go to the maize field, Dorji,” says his father. 
“Look after the maize. Be careful there are 
monkeys in the forest near our field.”

“Take your baby sister,” says his mother.
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The maize field is near the forest. Dorji 
sits beside the field. He takes some sticks 
and stones. He plays with Wangmo but he 
doesn’t look at the forest.

“Look out, Dorji. Can you see that big    
tree? That is where Momo lives”.
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Wangmo goes to sleep.  Dorji counts the 
maize.
“One,  two,  three,  four,  five,  six,  seven, 
eight big yellow cobs of maize.”
Momo also counts “One, two, three, four, five, 
six, seven, eight dinners for a small monkey.”

Reprint 2023



8

It is hot and sunny. Dorji puts his head on 
a big stone and goes to sleep.
Momo is not sleeping. He climbs down the 
tree and picks the maize.
One, two, three…

How   many cobs of maize are on the 
plants now?
How many does Momo have?
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“Oh, what’s that?”

Dorji wakes up and puts his hand on his 
head. He looks at the field. Where are 
the maize cobs? He looks at the tree and 
sees Momo.
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Down comes a maize cob again. This time 
it comes near Wangmo. Momo points and 
Dorji looks. There is a big green snake 
beside Wangmo. 
“Help, help!” shouts Dorji.
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Dorji’s father is cutting wood near the 
field. He hears Dorji and comes quickly. 
He picks up Wangmo.

Dorji’s big black dog runs after the snake, 
but the snake goes into a hole in the 
ground.
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Dorji and his father take Wangmo to their 
house. The dog walks behind them.

“Where’s grandfather?” asks Dorji.
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Dorji and Wangmo sit with grandfather 
beside the fire. Dorji is telling them a story 
of a boy, a monkey and a snake.

“Were you the boy in the story, Dorji?” asks 
grandfather but Dorji doesn’t answer.
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In the morning Momo climbs down his 
tree. “What’s this?”

“One, two, three, four, five dinners for me.
Where did they come from? 
Who put them there?
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