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Forward
The vision of the Bhutanese education system is to produce ‘globally competent and nationally 
rooted’ graduates. Therefore, it is imperative to have the school curricula that are current and relevant 
to the times. It is through well-thought-out actions and concerted efforts that the national education 
aspiration can be achieved. The national vision must be embedded in the curricular documents and 
activities for natural and automatic infusion in the learners. Therefore, the curricular documents 
are planned and prepared to capture the essence and strategies so that they are current and relevant 
to the state of affairs around the globe in the 21st century. 

Cognizant of the global trends and national aspirations, the history curriculum intends to involve 
learners in the process of gathering and synthesising information from various sources besides 
providing an avenue to study the ideals and values of our society. The contents and activities in 
history intend to preserve and promote our country’s unique identities, age-old cultural and traditional 
values, democratic values, local wisdom, community vitality, civic values, and a sense of duty, 
among others. This will help promote holistic development of the learners. 

The history curriculum encourages both learners and teachers to use open-source and experiential 
learning besides traditional textbook-based learning. This will provide opportunities to both 
the learners and teachers to explore the historical processes and craft new perspectives through 
historiography. This is aimed at fostering analytical skills, creativity, exploration of information 
and synthesise  of ideas apart from creating narratives based on information and data gathered, thus 
contributing to the field of historical knowledge. 

Through the learning activities, the learners are expected to understand the evolution of people, 
places, events and realise the importance of living harmoniously. Furthermore, they should be able 
to embrace the attributes of a good human being, imbibe and portray a sense of belonging, thus 
contributing to national pride, unity, solidarity, and protection.

The National History School Curriculum has four strands – historiography, evolving civilisation, 
governance and peace and identity, spirituality and culture. Each strand is consistent with a seamless 
flow of learning throughout the key stages which comprises competencies and learning objectives. 
The principles of competency-based learning take into account the realities of the immediate 
environment thereby forming the foundation of the history curriculum. It also covers themes and 
topics on Bhutanese socio-economic practices, tradition and culture, religious heritage and the 
story of how our great forefathers, the hereditary monarchs in particular, contributed to creating a 
country known in the whole world for its unique identity.

It is with great expectation that we place this course book at the hands of the teachers and learners 
so that it will be used extensively as reference to enrich their knowledge which will enable them 
to develop and strengthen their love and dedication to tsa-wa-sum, and become constructive and 
contributing citizens.

Tashi Delek!

Tashi Namgyal
Director
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FOREWORD

Education is the prerequisite to, and the central element of, any progress and development 
of a nation, provided it is relevant and appropriate. The Education Division is vigorously 
moving forward to fulfill a need recognized by the Government to make Education mean-
ingful to our children and outline the role they are expected to play as future subjects of 
His Majesty the King and citizens of the Country.

In the course of our children’s education in the schools, our country’s history plays the 
most significant role in inculcating in them our rich cultural heritage and traditions that 
have been developed and passed down from generation to generation. A good knowledge 
of our history amounts to knowing our forefathers - religious leaders, rulers, builders and 
farmers. They have built in the course of time great monuments and institutions, developed 
and preserved the rich art, architecture, literature, culture and traditions and protected our 
sovereingty to this day.

Bhutan’s history should then teach us and our children to be proud and responsible citi-
zens of one united nation. This Course Book will help teachers to realize these aims and 
will encourage them to stimulate our children to become fully aware, and to understand 
the importance of the past while at the same time strengthening and continuing our rich 
culture and tradition into the future.

It should be note that this edition of the book is a revised version of the “draft” form, and 
any suggestions and comments for improvements would be welcome at this stage. The 
Department of Education intends to publish the final edition in the near future.

We wish our children to learn from the Course Book and to enjoy it as they study the his-
tory of Bhutan.

     Sangay Ngedup
Minister for Health and Education
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Chapter One

Historical Developments in the world and 
particularly asia in the 19th century

Introduction
Let us begin our course recalling briefly 
the conditions and forces which were 
dominant in Asia in the early part of 
the nineteenth century. The world in the 
nineteenth century was changing rapidly.  
The European countries, in particular, had 
undergone many changes which resulted 
in the industrialisation of their production. 
This came to be known as the Industrial 
Revolution. This began in England and 
spread to other European countries.

Goods  were then manufactured by machines 
on a vast scale.  We can see the extent of 
this explosion of production; weaving and 
spinning that had been done in cottages 
and homes, were done in large factories.  
Hundreds of workers were able to produce 
thousands of metres of cloth in a short span 
of time. 

Can you think of any household items 
used at home which are still hand 
made? Which of the household items 
in use are factory-made? 

The effects of European 
Industrialisation on Asia

Britain, France and other European countries 
began to compete with each other.  They 
were competing for raw materials to feed 
the expanding industries at home. The 
outcome of this enormous expansion of the 
manufacturing  system was the development 
of new markets  for these goods.  It was this 
need for raw materials and ready markets 
for the mass produced goods that led to 
the  spread of British control throughout  
the Indian Sub-continent, the French 
through Indo-China and the Dutch through  
Indonesia.

This competition for markets and raw 
materials  needed the support of armies to 
protect this trade and ensure it would thrive 
and prosper. This competition among the 
European countries spread to Asia.  We saw 
in class seven course book that the British 
had managed to push out their rivals in India.  
The control of trade and manufacturing  was 
in the hands of the British  who had started to 
build up a need on the Indian Sub-continent  
for these mass produced goods made in 
Britain. The desire for the products of an 
industrialised country saw the expansion 
of the markets in the rest of Asia. India 
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needed these goods for which she had no 
need before.  She needed things like railway 
tracks, steam train engines, and  machinery.

This need for various things never spread 
over into Bhutan.  It is this  and other factors 
we will look at which contributed to our 
country retaining her independence when 
things were changing fast everywhere else.

Student Activity

In your notebook answer the 
following questions in complete 
sentences.

1 What do you understand 
by ‘industrialisation of 
production’?

2 Giving an example, explain 
the difference between  mass 
produced goods and home 
produced goods.

3 What effects did European 
Industrialisation have on 
Asia?

The British Interests in Bhutan
It is at this that point we should remind 
ourselves that in the late eighteenth century 
the British had  shown an interest in Bhutan.

Their interest began with a desire to expand 
markets and trade routes through Bhutan 
into Tibet.  The British had very little 
knowledge of Tibet, and in fact, the maps 
they had showed Tibet to be a large blank 
space. This means they had no information 
as to what Tibet was like. You can compare 
this lack of knowledge with the detailed 
map in your text which was based on the 
maps of Bhutan and the Duars drawn up by 
the British.Fig. 1.1 Spinning at home and spinning in a 

factory. 
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Historical Developments in the World and Particularly Asia in the 19th Century

By 1850, the British interests in Tibet 
reflected a wider interest for the security of 
India.  The British hold on India was tested 
in 1857 by the Sepoy Mutiny, an uprising 
by the native army against the British 
rulers.  The details of this mutiny need not 
be studied at this point, but it is important 
to know that the confidence of the British 
power was shaken. As a result of this event, 
the East India Company was replaced by 
the Colonial Government with laws of 
the British Empire under the protection of 
Queen Victoria replacing the private laws 
of the East India Company.  

The East India Company was a private 
enterprise set up as a trading company in 
order to control all trade links between Britain 
and India. As the company expanded, it had 
to establish its own laws and administration. 
This meant that the company also had to 
keep an army to secure and safeguard its 
interests. The Colonial Government was set 
up by the British Government to administer 
all aspects of life in the country. The British 
were not sure that they could rely on the 
loyalty of the Indians and so began to keep 
a careful watch on what was happening in 
the rest of Asia.

The Borders of British India 
Look at the map of British India in 1856 to 
see the extent of her borders. India’s only 
territorial borders were in the north. They 
coincided with the great natural barriers 
of the Himalayas. Today India has borders 
in the east with Bangladesh and Burma 
(Myanmar) and in the west with Pakistan, 

but in the 19th century the whole of Bengal 
and Pakistan were part of India.

Russia was a powerful European Empire in 
the  north and the forces of the Tsar (who 
was the Emperor of all the Russias) were 
moving east and south across the great 
waste land of Mongolia and central Asia 
towards Tibet and Afghanistan. The British 
and Russians were expanding their interests. 
The British wished to expand their trade 
northwards. The Russians wanted to expand 
their influence south and east. The presence 
of the Chinese Empire, though increasingly 
weakened, blocked any further expansion.  

British  interests in Tibet were now 
threatened by Russian expansion.  The 
British had also defeated the Burmese and 
occupied Assam in the late 18th century, 
thus extending their influence to the north-
east of India.  The Nepalese expansion to 
Tibet in 1788 and 1792 came to nothing as 
the Tibetans called on the Chinese to help 
them drive the Nepalese back. This was 
successfully done. The result of this war had 
a most unfortunate effect on British India’s 
relations with Tibet. The Chinese suspected 
that the Indian government had supported 
the Nepalese although this was untrue. The 
result was that all passes into Tibet were 
closed to Indian merchants and travellers 
from that time on.
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Fig. 1.3 British expansion 
in India in 1856

Fig. 1.2 British expansion in 
India in 1785

Note : The names of the countries in these maps are the present day names
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Student Activity

A. In your notebook answer the 
following questions in complete 
sentences.

1. Why were the British interested in 
Bhutan?

2. Give reasons for the East India 
Company being replaced by a 
colonial government.

3. What threatened British interests in 
the region?

B. Mapwork

1. Look at the two maps of British India 
in 1785 and 1856 and compare the 
extent of British expansion. Write a 
paragraph on the changes you have 
identified.

2. In your note book draw a sketch map 
of the Indian sub-continent in 1856 
based on the map in your text book. 
On your map indicate with the help 
of arrows the direction and extent of 
Russian and British expansion. 

3.  In your note book draw another 
sketch map of the Indian sub-
continent. Using different colours, 
mark  out the possible trade routes 
that could have been used by the 
Bhutanese and the British including 
shipping routes. 

Bhutan’s Isolation
In the midst of all these events, Bhutan 
remained isolated and uninfluenced by the 
sweeping  changes that were taking place in 
other parts of the world.  This was largely 
possible due to the geographical conditions.  
The very difficult terrain of the high 
himalayan mountains, the dense forests, 
cold winters in the north and very hot and 
wet summers in the south played a vital 
role in isolating and protecting this country.  
Another factor was that Bhutan was not on 
the main routes.  These were developed in 
the west in the more densely populated areas 
of Kashmir and Afghanistan. This allowed 
our people to develop a rich cultural heritage 
and a unique identity.

The northern frontier lies along the line of 
the watersheds of the Greater Himalayan 
Range. This formidable mountain barrier 
rises in many places to over 7000 metres 
above sea level and the way into Bhutan 
from the north is only through a limited 
number of high passes.

Winters in this region are long and bitterly 
cold and the passes remain closed due to 
heavy snowfall except in the short summer 
months.  The mountain barriers have not 
only protected our country from outside 
influences but have also limited contact 
amongst our own people living in different 
valleys within the country. Huge ridges 
run north-south forming ranges from the 
Great Himalayas to the plains in the south. 
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These separate one valley from another. 
The largest of these is the Jowo Durshing 
Range (Black Mountains). Administration 
of the country was therefore difficult, even 
after the unification of the country in the 
17th century.

 Until recently, the southern approaches 
of Bhutan were just as impassable.  There 
were dense forests covering the steep 
rocky slopes.  This area receives one of the 
heaviest rainfalls in the world.  Just below 
this forest barrier lay the malaria-infected 
swamplands.  Very few people lived here in 
the past.  This was the area that was cleared 
for tea gardens in the nineteenth century by 
the British.

In addition to allowing Bhutan to develop 
distinct religious beliefs, culture and 
traditions, its geography  also  added  to 
the development of other qualities in our 
people.  The harsh but healthy climate and 
the difficult terrain helped to make the 

Bhutanese hard-working  and self-reliant.  
Food was generally sufficient and apart from 
salt, hardly anything had to be imported 
from outside the country.  We saw in the 
Class VII course what the exact extent of 
the trade was between Bhutan and its two 
neighbouring countries - British India and 
Tibet.

Centuries of isolation made our people 
suspicious of anything foreign and when  
threatened, they defended themselves.  The 
difficult terrain also made the Bhutanese 
strong, hardy and fearless. They learnt 
to live by their wits.  The frequent fights 
between the petty rulers in different  valleys 
also helped train people in the art of warfare.  
When the country was threatened on several 
occasions by outside forces, all sections 
of the people came together, leaving their 
differences behind, to fight against these 
invasions.  They were thus able to drive out 
much larger and better equipped  enemy 
forces from  the country.

Fig. 1.4 High Mountain barrier in the north

Fig. 1.5 Impenetrable jungle in the south
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We must remember that when Bhutan 
was threatened by the Tibetan invasions 
in Zhabdrung Rinpoche’s time, he found 
a valuable ally in the physical geography 
of the country.  The Tibetans were  forced 
to enter the country in summer by one 
or the other of the few passes across the 
Greater Himalayas. As for the south, the 
impenetrable  and unhealthy jungles and 
lowlands were also a formidable barrier 
against any attempt of invasion.

After the successful resistance against 
several Tibetan invasions in the 17th 
century, Bhutan was not threatened for 
another hundred  years or so.  Then, as 
you have read in the previous class and at 
the beginning of this chapter, the growth 
of British expansion and their interests in 
Tibet made contact with Bhutan inevitable.  
There were several attacks by the British.  
Once again Bhutan’s natural defences , this 
time the dense forests of the south, helped 
to preserve the nation’s independence.  The 
clashes with the British form the content of 
the first few chapters that follow.

Student Activity

A. In your note book answer the 
following questions in complete 
sentences.

1. List the factors which led to Bhutan’s 
isolation.

2. Explain in one sentence the influence 
of each of the factors in your list.

3. What were some of the advantages 
of Bhutan’s isolation?

4. Why was there limited contact 
amongst the people living in different 
valleys within the country and how 
did this affect the administration of 
the country? 

B.  In groups of 4-5, based on the    
information in the text, discuss the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
isolation. Organize the points in 
order of importance as you see it. 
Each group should then present its 
points to the class.
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Note : Gonpo Wangyal was commonly known as Pila, his brother was known as Pala.

JIGME NAMGYAL’S FAMILY TREE

Tshering Dolma       YudonDungkar Gyeltshen 
 

Thinley Tobgyel   Ugyen Wangchuck     Ashi Yeshe Choedon

Gonpo Wangyal (Pila)   =  Sonam Pelzom

Jigme Namgyal    = Ashi Pema Choekey 

Fig. 2.1 Jigme Namgyal’s Family Tree

Dorji Namgyel
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Chapter Two

The Young Jigme Namgyal 1825-1865
In our Class VII course we saw that the 
British had annexed the Assam Duars in 
1841 from Bhutan because they claimed 
the Bhutanese were making incursions into 
British India. There are always more reasons 
than those given for a government taking 
such action. We will try to look at both the 
reasons: those given and those not given 
which we sometimes call ulterior motives. 
We will try to look at some of the reasons 
behind the actions taken by the British from 
the time they annexed the Assam Duars 
in 1841 to the time they sent a mission to 
Bhutan in 1864 led by a British Officer 
called Ashley Eden.

Disputes over the Border territories 
after 1841
If you look at the two maps of British India 
in 1785 and 1856 you will see that the 
British during the period expanded their 
territorial control. We have seen that the 
Assam Duars were regarded by the British 
as a fertile area, good for large scale tea 
plantations. They felt that by capturing the 
Duars Bhutan would become dependent on 
them as the Bhutanese would have lost the 
source of their subsistence from across the 
border. Cross-border incursions continued 
in both the Assam and Bengal Duars.

The events generally seemed to follow a 
pattern. A raid across the border would 

result in a warning  and the imposition of a 
fine. The fine would not be paid because the 
rights and wrongs of the raids were never 
clear. Fines would be deducted from revenue 
and warnings of annexation would follow.

This was the British point of view but we 
will look at these events through the eyes 
of the Bhutanese. We will go to the court of 
the Trongsa Penlop Ugyen Phuntsho. This 
is where young Jigme Namgyal first took 
up service. He was extraordinary and the 
times he lived in were also extraordinary and 
challenging. Here was a man who rose to the 
challange of those times. In this course book 
we will begin to look at how he did that. 

Jigme Namgyal’s Early Life
Jigme Namgyal was born into the family 
of the Dungkar Choeje in Kurtoe (now 
Lhuentse Dzongkhag) in 1825. He was 
known to be a brave, intelligent and lively 
child. He was also serious about religion and 
was a devout follower of religious teaching.

When he was quite young, he had repeated 
dream. In the dream a man told him that he 
would find his destiny in the service of the 
Trongsa Poenlop and that his wife-to-be 
would be from the lower valley of Chhokhor 
Bumthang. Such a prophecy, and the 
excitement of a challenge was enough cause 
for young Jigme to head towards Trongsa. 
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Fig. 2.2  Trongsa Dzong 

It took him some months to get there. He 
had to work for his living on the way. One 
story tells that he even looked after sheep 
in Tang, Bumthang, for a while.

In Service in Trongsa
At 18 he began his political life in the 
service of the Trongsa Poenlop ,Ugyen 
Phuntsho. Life in the court of the Poenlop 
with its intrigues and opportunities caught 
the imagination of Jigme Namgyal. Soon 
after his arrival, Tshokye Dorji from Tang 
became the new Trongsa Poenlop. Jigme 
Namgyal now had the chance to prove his 
dedication and reliability in the service of 
the new Poenlop. He worked tirelessly, 
carrying out the responsibilities given to 
him. He was loyal and brave and these 
characteristics were soon rewarded.

Services Rewarded
Jigme Namgyal was rapidly promoted to the 
post of  Darpoen. This post was to be the 
head of the attendants. It was a demanding 
job especially in times of internal plots and 
scheming.
 In 1849, at the age of 24, he was promoted 
to the post of Trongsa Zimpon. In this post he 
was responsible for the personal welfare of 
the Trongsa Poenlop. His job was rather like 
that of an aide. It also carried considerable 
responsibilities and power. The security 
and well-being of the Poenlop meant the 
Zimpon had to be a shrewd and careful 
observer as well as a tactful diplomat. This 
was the post entrusted to only but the most  
loyal of officers.

As Zimpon he accompanied the Trongsa 
Poenlop to Punakha in 1849. Each region 
had been requested to send a company of 
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men to help restore the Punakha dzong 
which had been damaged by fire. There he 
uncovered a plot to assassinate the Trongsa 
Poenlop. The plan was to have been carried 
out at an archery match arranged at Punakha. 
The team was alerted and the Poenlop’s life 
was protected.

Although it was customary for the Zimpon  to 
leave ahead of the Poenlop, Jigme Namgyal 
stayed back and left with the Poenlop. 
He gave no opportunity for any harm to 
be done to the Poenlop by his enemies. 
The Poenlop reached Trongsa safely. He 
was very grateful for this and promised to 
appoint Jigme Namgyal as Trongsa Poenlop 
when he retired.

Jigme Namgyal realized that time and effort 
were wasted with each region plotting 
against each other. He felt a need for strong 
and united authority and that is what he was 
aspiring to achive for his country. 

Student Activity

Find out:

1. why Jigme Namgyal left his home in 
Lhuentse at a very early age.

2. what incidents led to the promotion 
of Jigme Namgyal from an attendant 
to the post of Trongsa Droenyer.

3. the meaning and role of the following 
posts:

 Darpoen  Zimpoen Droenyer 

Struggle for Power
In those days, the Trongsa Poenlop had 

effective control over only Trongsa, Jakar, 
Lhuentse and Zhemgang. Trongsa Penlop 
Tshokye Dorji wanted to extend his control 
over other parts of the eastern region. 
Therefore, in 1850, he appointed Jigme 
Namgyal  as Trongsa Droenyer and  sent 
him to the eastern region with an army to 
fight the forces at Lingmithang (Zhongar) 
who were against the Trongsa Poenlop. 
Jigme Namgyal emerged victorious and took 
over the eastern region: Trashiyangtshe, 
Trashigang, Zhongar (Mongar), and 
Dungsam (Pemagatshel/Samdrup Jongkhar). 
This meant that Jigme Namgyal became 
the Droeyner of the eastern region. Thus, 
Sharchhog Khorlo Tshibye once again came 
under the control of the Trongsa Poenlop.
 
1850 and 1851 saw a wave of civil upheaval 
which centred around a struggle for power 
and the post of Desi.

The Thimphu Dzongpon Chakpa Sangye 
had been enthroned as the 40th Desi but the 
new Paro Poenlop Agye Haap (Tshulthrim 
Namgyel) did not want him to be the 
Desi. On the request of Agye Haap, Jigme 
Namgyal was sent to fight a war against the 
Desi, who was defeated. Agye Haap then 
took over as Desi. However, the struggle 
for power did not end with this.

Trongsa Poenlop
In 1853, Tshokye Dorji resigned and 
appointed Jigme Namgyal as the Trongsa 
Poenlop. Jigme Namgyal married Ashi 
Pema Choekey of the family of the Jakar 
Dung of Bumthang.
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Trongsa Poenlop’s Growing Influence

Shortly after Jigme Namgyal became 
the Trongsa Poenlop in 1853, conflicts 
between different parties erupted again. 
He succeeded in arriving at a compromise 
between the parties. It was agreed that the 
Jamgoen Truelku Jampel Tenzin who was 
sharing the post of Desi with Damchoe 
Lhendup, be enthroned as the new Desi.

In 1857, when Desi Jampel Tenzin passed 
away. Again a conflict began. This time it 
was between the Thimphu Dzongpon Uma 
Dewa and the new Desi Kuenga Palden, who 
were old rivals. Uma Dewa asked for Jigme 
Namgyal’s help. Jigme Namgyal came with 
a large force and defeated Kuenga Palden’s 
force. Uma Dewa was then installed as the 
Desi for the second time. But soon after,  
Kuenga Palden had Uma Dewa killed and 
declared himself as the Desi. However, 
instead of avenging the death of Uma Dewa 
as expected, Jigme Namgyal endorsed 
Kuenga Palden as the new Desi. The 
Lhengye Tshog (Council of Ministers), the 
Je Khenpo and the four Lopens, all agreed 
to his suggestions. Relations among all of 
them improved and peace was once again 
restored in the country for some time.

In recognition of his services Jigme Namgyal 
was allowed to keep the entire land tax of 
Kumari Kata (Assam). Earlier the Trongsa 
Poenlop had been entitled to keep only one 
fifth of the land tax. He was also given the 
power to appoint Dzongpons in the dzongs 
of the eastern region without reference to 
the central government. 

Trongsa Poenlop Retains His Office

When Jigme Namgyal was appointed 
Trongsa Poenlop, there was an understanding 
that he should vacate the post after three 
years for Tsondrue Gyaltshen. He was the 
son of the former Trongsa Poenlop Tshokye 
Dorji and at that time the Dzongpon of 
Jakar. After three years Tsondrue Gyaltshen 
tried to claim the post of Trongsa Poenlop. 
Therefore, fighting  broke out between Jigme 
Namgyal and Tsondrue Gyaltshen in 1857.

Tsondrue Gyaltshen, the claimant to the 
post of Trongsa Poenlop, sought help from 
the Desi Kuenga Palden. Their joint force, 
however, lost to Jigme Namgyal at the Battle 
of Samkhar in Bumthang. 

Jigme Namgyal built the palace of 
Wangdicholing in Bumthang to celebrate 
his victory. In the meantime, officials from 
the Central Government tried to make peace 
between the two parties. An agreement was 
finally reached. The Jakar Dzongpon was 
promoted to the rank of Poenlop and the 
eastern region was divided between the 
Poenlops of Trongsa and Jakar.

Border Incidents and British 
Interests
Let us now look at what the British Indian 
government was thinking and planning in 
relation to Bhutan during this period. What 
were they able to observe in our country at 
this time?
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The Young Jigme Namgyal 1825-1865

Fig. 2.3  Bhutan and the Duars
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Between 1855 and 1857 a series of  border 
incidents  took place. There were no 
effective boundary marks to establish the 
exact frontier though attempts had been 
made to do this. Dr. Campbell the then 
Superintendent of Darjeeling from 1840-
1862 was often called on to decide the 
outcome of disputes over the border territory.

The general view in Calcutta (Kolkata) was 
that the Duars would be better off under 
the British. This view was also held by 
Colonel Jenkins who took over the agent 
to the Governor General for Assam and 
Bengal in 1850. He saw the potential for 
tea plantations in the west, rice, wheat and 
millet in the central plains and timber in the 
east. Futher, Bhutan’s internal unrest did 
not create favouarable conditions for the 
settlement  of Duars. 

Accusations and counter accusations 
continued and in 1856, on instructions, the 
Secretary of the Government of India warned 
that the Bengal Duars would be taken over if 
Bhutanese aggression did not stop.

In 1857 a Government of India letter to 
Bengal stated that they were,

“ not sure in whose hands the chief authority 
rests or whether there is any  effective chief 
authority, that there appeared to be two 
Deb Rajas/Desis that the Tongsa Penlop 
was virtually independent and that, in truth, 
considering that Bhutan is a neighbouring 

state, that the country has a government of 
some sort and established rulers and that our 
intercourse with the people is constant and 
on the whole not unfriendly, our knowledge 
of its condition is curiously imperfect.”

In the next chapter we will discuss about 
the British decision regarding this matter.

Student Activity

A. Construct a time-line showing 
the events associated with Jigme 
Namgyal’s early life from 1825 to 
1857.

B. In groups of 4-5,  discuss the 
reasons for the growing interest 
of the British in Bhutan between  
1855 - 1857.

C. Read the Government of India letter to 
Bengal in 1857 and in your own words 
interpret what the British thought of 
the situation in Bhutan.
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Chapter Three

The Ashley Eden Mission and its Outcome

The reasons put forward by the British for 
the mission to Bhutan in 1864 were, as we 
shall see, based on their views of events 
in Bhutan and the borders. We will try to 
explore some of these reasons in this chapter.

British India Decides to Send a 
Mission to Bhutan
In 1859 after the Bengal government 
submitted a number of cases of alleged 
aggression, Col. Jenkins was authorized 
to take over the region of Ambari Falakata 
(Present day West bengal). This was done 
with no prior warning to the Desi.  The 
British were not at all sure what their actions 
would lead to because in the end, they were 
unclear about the real power in Bhutan. They 
did not know what levels of co-operation 
and unity there were between the different 
regions in the country. They were not sure 
that information they gathered was reliable 
or accurate. 

They wanted to settle all outstanding cases 
of outrage and most important of all to 
negotiate a new treaty with Bhutan. They 
were beginning to feel that the only way they 
could know what was going on in Bhutan 
was to post a British agent at the court of 
the Desi. This way communication between 
the two governments would be assured and 
reliable. The British Government proposed 
another mission to Bhutan. 

The situation in our country at this stage was 
unsettled. There had been a succession of 
Desis. Any decision they  wished to take was 
first passed by the Trongsa Poenlop Jigme 
Namgyal. He was clearly the most powerful 
personality in the country.  Strengthening 
the central government and putting an 
end to strife, was for him at that time the 
most important consideration. The arrival, 
therefore, of a British mission was ill-timed. 

Student Activity

Find out:

1. why British India decided to send 
a mission to Bhutan. 

2. who led the mission and when.
3. what Ashley Eden was supposed 

to discuss with the Bhutanese 
Government.

Ashley Eden to Lead the Mission
In 1862, the Bhutanese court replied to 
a British request that a mission was not 
convenient at that time. The British decided 
to go ahead anyway with the mission and 
ignore the wishes of the Lhengye Tshog 
in Punakha. The person chosen to lead the 
mission in 1863 was Ashley Eden and he 
was given a draft treaty to be discussed 
and finalized with the Bhutanese. The main 
provisions of the treaty were : 
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1.  Ambari Falakata would be returned  
     when the Bhutanese returned British  
     property and captives;

2.  The British Government would  enquire     
into the outrages committed by British 
and Cooch Behar subjects and give 
redress;

3.  The Bhutan Government would 
surrender  all British and Bhutanese 
subjects accused of crimes within British 
India with the assurance that the British 
Government would in return surrender 
all Bhutanese subjects accused of crimes 
in Bhutan;

4. The Bhutan Government would seek the  
advice of the British Government over 
disputes with the Rajas of Sikkim and 
Cooch Behar because these were British 
protected states;

5.  The Bhutan Government would receive 
a British agent in Bhutan;

6.  Free trade and commerce shall be     
    established between the two countries. 

Ashley eden was instructed to explain them 
“clearly and distinctly but in a friendly and 
concilition spirit.”

The Mission’s Route
When he arrived at Darjeeling on 1st 
November 1863, Ashley Eden heard that 
there was civil war in Bhutan. He sought the 
advice of the Governor General Sir William 

Dennison and was directed to proceed. On 
his way, he received many messengers from 
the Desi asking  the mission to return. They 
did not get any help from officials on the 
way since these officers had not received any 
directives from the Desi, and the mission’s 
visit was not approved.

They went via the Teesta river, which was 
difficult to cross towards Kalimpong. At that 
time  Kalimpong was inside the Bhutanese 
border. They proceeded on. The instructions 
for them to continue did not arrive but they 
decided to continue. In early February they 
reached Sibsoo and then began the steep 
climb over the pass. They descended to the 
bank of the Amo chhu then on to Sangbe 
(Sombekha).  When they arrived at Sangbe 
they were met by the messengers with 
instructions from Punakha that they return 
via Samtse.  

They ignored the warnings and continued 
down into the Haa valley. They climbed 
over the mountain to Chelila pass and down 
into Paro. They were received by the Paro 
Poenlop Nyima Dorji who said there was no 
point in going to Punakha until word was 
received from the Desi. 

The mission’s route now followed the Paro 
river valley until it joined the Thimphu river 
at the confluence in Chhuzom. The next day 
they got to Semtokha and over the Dochula 
pass to Thinleygang. On March 15th they 
descended to the valley and approached 
Punakha where they had to pitch camp and 
wait. 

Reprint 2022



17

The Ashley Eden Mission and its Outcome

Fig. 3.1 Eden’s mission struggling across a snowbound pass 

Student Activity

 Carefully trace a map of Bhutan and 
the Duars in your notebook and, based 
on the information given in the text, 
mark Ashley Eden’s route to Punakha. 
Indicate the names of rivers, passes 
and places where possible.

First Meeting

On 17th March 1864 the mission was 
summoned by the Lhengye Tshog, the 
council of Ministers. The British party 
were kept standing waiting while crowds of 
people jeered at them. Ashley Eden handed 
over the draft treaty immediately.

Trongsa Poenlop Jigme Namgyal proposed 
some alterations to which Eden agreed in 
principle. 

Second Meeting

The second meeting was far less civil. On 
this occasion the Trongsa Poenlop presented 
new demands. He insisted that the Assam 
Duars be returned. Eden declared he had no 
authority to act.  That infuriated the Trongsa 
Poenlop. He then crumpled up the treaty 
and declared “Then we will have war; you 
are nobody, you have no authority from the 
Governor General. We didn’t want Ambaree 
Fallacottah; and as to the demands of the 
government of India a Chupprassi (orderly 
or messenger) might have been sent to settle 
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them. I will have nothing more to do with 
you; go.”  

Eden tried to save the situation. He stated 
that the mission had come with friendly 
intentions but his efforts  came to nothing. 
He began to make preparations to return to 
India. A delegation of Bhutanese requested 
they postpone their departure in case 
something new could be arranged.

A Final Attempt to Save the 
Situation
The Trongsa Poenlop suggested a new 
treaty be drawn up, leaving out the articles 
concerning the British Agent and the free 
trade arrangements. The revised treaty 

contained the article demanding the return 
of the Assam Duars with the revenue last 
calculated and included.

The two sides failed to come to an agreement. 
The situation worsened with threats and 
insults on both the sides. Eventaully, Eden 
was not willing to sign, but he decided to do 
so for the mission’s safety believeing this  
was the only way to escape unharmed. This 
treaty signed by Eden was invalid as he did 
not have the Government’s approval to sign  
it. For that reason, he stated that he had done 
so under force or compulsion. But, as no 
Bhutanese could read English, Bhutantese 
thought they had the real agreement. Back in 
Calcutta (Kolkata) Eden knew he would be 
able to declare the treaty invalid. On the 29th 
of March 1864 at the end of the ceremony 

Fig. 3.2 The Bhutanese expressing their disapproval of the draft treaty 
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The Ashley Eden Mission and its Outcome

which took place after the signing of the 
treaty, the Trongsa Poenlop left for Trongsa.
The British returned to India via Paro.

Student Activity

A.  Form groups of 5-6. Divide each 
group     into the British and the 
Bhutanese negotiating teams. Each 
team will present its version of the 
treaty and try to convince the other 
team of the strength of its position.

 (The point of this role play is to 
see how misunderstandings arose 
between the Bhutanese and the 
British.) 

B .  Write the causes of the failure of the 
      mission in your own words. 

 
The Bhutanese Views
The Bhutanese felt the annexation of Ambari 
Falakata was totally unjustified. We need to 
remind ourselves as to why Ambari Falakata 
was annexed in the first place. Col. Jenkins 
had replaced Dr. Campbell who had been in 
control of political relations with Bhutan. 
Col. Jenkins was anxious to incorporate the 
territory into British India because he saw the 
value of the economic resources that would 
become available. Therefore, he reversed 
the more relaxed and conciliatory frontier 
policy and introduced a tough policy aimed 
at resisting Bhutanese claims. The result 
was that cross border outrages increased 
giving him an excuse and justification for 
persuading the Government to authorize the 
annexation in 1860. The British and Cooch 

Behar authorities were responsible for many 
outrages, if not more than the Bhutanese. 
Therefore, the Bhutanese felt that the fact 
they were being singled out for punishment 
was totally unjustified.

The Trongsa Poenlop was in the process of 
trying to gain control over  the country torn 
by civil war. He understood that unity in 
the country would strengthen and prepare 
it to resist any British interference on any 
pretext which he then felt they would try to 
find. The mission, as we have stated earlier, 
was a nuisance and a distraction.

Ashley Eden came to Bhutan in spite of 
having been made clear to the British 
Government that Bhutan did not want to 
receive a mission as the time was not right. 
The British blamed the failure of the mission 
on the arrogance and non co-operation of 
the Bhutanese. The Bhutanese felt exactly 
the same about the British. 
 
British India Provokes 
War
In reaction, the British Government of India 
announced that Ambari Falakata would be 
permanently annexed and that the annual 
compensation for the Assam Duars would be 
withheld. At the same time Bhutan was asked 
to surrender all British and Cooch Behar 
subjects who had been taken as prisoners 
by the Bhutanese. Bhutan was warned that 
if these demands were not fulfilled then the 
Bengal Duars would be annexed. 

In our next chapter we will follow the events 
which led to the outbreak of the war in 1864.
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Student Activity

1. List down the actions of the British as a result of the failure of the Ashley Eden 
Mission to Bhutan.

2. Read the Anglo Bhutanese Treaty of 1774 and write down all the terms of the 
treaty in your words. (Please refer to Chapter 6 of Course Book for Class VII)
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Chapter Four

The Duar War : 1864-1865

A Breakdown of Relationship 
between British India and Bhutan
The failure of Ashley Eden’s mission 
worsened the relationship between Bhutan 
and the British. Below you will find a 
selection of quotations from the letters 
and documents which were written at that 
time. The Secretary to the Government of 
India wrote to the Secretary in Bengal the 
following: 

“ His Excellency in Council feels that, 
however much it is to be deplored, no 
option is left but to enforce the reasonable 
demands of the British Government by active 
measures of coercion..........” 

Letters of warning were sent, but the 
Bhutanese  rejected them saying Eden 
had signed a treaty and they would go to 
any extend to defend it. The fact that the 
British refused to recognise the treaty was 
considered quite unjustified by the Trongsa 
Poenlop.

Warnings of War
In November 1864 the Government of India 
issued the following statement that they 
were: 

“ ever sincerely desirous of maintaining 
friendly relations with neighbouring states 
and especially mindful of obligations 
imposed on it by the treaty of 1774...”

They had tried to get the Bhutanese to punish 
those who had raided into British territory 
and free those people they had captured. 
The statement went on  to complain that 
the mission was sent to Bhutan to offer 
peaceful and conciliatory terms but had 
been insolently rejected. The British envoy 
had been ‘ insulted’  and ‘ compelled, as the 
only means of ensuring the safe return of 
the mission, to sign a document which the 
Government of India could only instantly 
repudiate....” 

The British Annex the Bengal Duars
At the same time they announced that the 
annual payments to the Assam Duars and 
Ambari Falakata would never again be 
paid and both areas would be permanently 
annexed. The decision was taken to annex 
the Bengal Duars and so much of the hill 
territory including the parts of Dalimkot, 
Passaka (Buxa) and Dewangiri as may be 
necessary to command the passes.

Preparations began for the war. There were 
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Fig. 4.1 A British Column advancing through dense jungle towards a Bhutanese fort

Armstrong mountain train gun
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The Duar War : 1864-1865

three separate forces on the Bengal, Cooch 
Behar and Assam frontiers.

Declaration of the Duar War

On 12 November 1864 the Governor 
General of India  issued a Proclamation of 
war against Bhutan. Let us look at the causes 
as they were expressed  in the declaration.

1   The Bhutanese Government was 
responsible for all the outrages committed 
by its subjects within British territory 
and the territories of Sikkim and Cooch 
Behar.

2   The insolent rejection of the friendly 
mission sent to Bhutan.

3   The insulting treatment of the British 
Envoy by the Bhutanese in public.

4     The Envoy, Ashley Eden, was compelled 
to sign a document as it was the only way 
his party could safely return to India. 
This document was therefore valueless.

5   For these and other insults the annual 
compensation payments  for the Assam 
Duar and Ambari Falakata were being 
withheld.

6   Because the Bhutanese Government had 
rejected British demands the Governor 
General of  British India felt compelled 
to occupy the Bengal Duars.

Student Activity

A. Parts of letters  by  officials to 
other officials and documents are 
quoted in italics in the chapter. 
The study of history rests upon 
and is underpinned by the study  
of  documents.  Because these 
documents are well over a hundred 
years old the language may seem 
strange to us now. In your note book 
copy the quotations, being sure to 
number each one, then write out 
what the meaning is in your own 
words. You might need to refer to a 
dictionary for some of the words.

B. Look at the reasons or causes 
given     for the declaration of the 
war. In pairs,  discuss the causes 
and their seriousness and decide 
which, if any, you would consider 
as valid causes. Write down those 
causes you reject and state why. 
Then imagine you have been asked 
by the Desi to prepare a response 
to the declaration. Set out your 
response using those reasons you 
have discussed and written down. 

Plans for the Attack
The British battle plans were: the forces 
under the command of Brigadier-General 
Mulcaster (Right) and Brigadier-General 
Dunsford (left) would be divided up and 
march  to Bhutan from four directions.
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The Right Column to start from Gawahati 
to Dewangiri (Deothang).

The Right Centre Column to march from 
Goalpara (located between Barpeta and 
Gawahati) against Bishensingh (near present 
day Gelephu).

The Left Centre Column assembled at 
Cooch Behar to march against Buxa and 
Balla (outside Phuentsoling). The Left 
Column moved from Jalpaiguri against 
Daling(near Kalimpong) and Chamurchi 
(outside Samtse). 

They had 600 elephants and supplies and 
stores to last for three months. Their troops 
were almost entirely Indian. Many of the 
units of the High Command were raised 
in the area. There were twelve Armstrong 
mountain train guns and heavy mortars. 
These  made it difficult for the elephants to 
climb up the steep slopes.

The First Stage
To begin with, the British had one or two 
successes but they did not come easily. 
The Bhutanese forts were taken after stiff 
resistance from very  determined but very 
few Bhutanese guards. By the end of the 
year 1864, military arrangements for the 
annexation of the Daling and Mainaguri 
Duars as well as the hill territory between 
Daling and Darjeeling had been completed.

The Bhutanese React
On 16 December the then Desi, who was 
a reincarnation of the Zhabdrung, issued a 

proclamation which accused the British of 
unprovoked aggression on Bhutan. He said 
the people of Bhutan should be prepared to 
attack the British who seemed determined 
to take away the freedom that the Bhutanese 
had enjoyed for centuries.

Action in the East
Over in the east the campaign began in early 
December when the two British columns 
crossed the Brahmaputra at Gawahati and 
pressed on to Dewangiri (Deothang). They 
took the Dewangiri pass with some ease. 
As the annexation of the Duars of Bengal 
and Assam had now been accomplished the 
British felt they could disband their main 
force and leave only one or two armed 
posts in the new territory. They felt they had 
managed to overcome the Bhutanese and 
were rather pleased at their own success.

The Bhutanese Counter Attack
Suddenly, rumours began to circulate that 
the Bhutanese were prepared to attack along 
the whole line of hill posts from west to 
east. The British did not take these rumours 
seriously and ignored the warnings. This 
gave the Bhutanese a perfect opportunity 
to make a surprise attack on the otherwise 
much better- equipped British troops. 

The Trongsa Poenlop Jigme Namgyal had 
called on almost all the internal leaders from 
the length and breadth of Bhutan to bury 
their differences and unite. He said that their 
common enemy was the British aggressor 
and while they remained in Bhutan the 
people could not rest in peace. Slowly the 
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weapons of war were collected, provisions 
and supplies gathered and the people, no 
matter what they were, were called to arms. 
The Bhutanese were not going to accept this 
so- called defeat and so  they responded to 
the Trongsa Poenlop’s call by preparing  to 
fight back.

Capture of Dewangiri
The Bhutanese counter attack had been 
planned to take place at the same time 
in Dewangiri, Bishensingh, Balla (near 
Samtse) and Buxa. The Trongsa Poenlop 
led his attack on the Dewangiri garrison on 
29 January 1865. The story of the attack is 

one of careful and  well - organized planning 
which showed that superior weapons stand 
for nothing when those under attack are 
taken by surprise. An orderly British retreat 
was now impossible as the Bhutanese had 
built a stockade cutting off all forms of 
communication and even water supplies. 
Reinforcements could not get through the 
passes which were now guarded by the 
Bhutanese. The British tried to withdraw 
but they lost their way. In trying to throw 
their heavy guns over the edge of a ravine 
the guns fell into the hands of the Bhutanese. 
The wounded were left behind and a few 
people were captured. The Bhutanese were 
victorious. This was the last in a series of 

Fig. 4.2 Armoury in a fort
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attacks, which had been carried out on 
January 25th at Bishensingh, on 26th  at 
Buxa, and on 27th at Balla. 

The British immediately began preparations  
to try to restore their position and regain 
control.

The Final Attack
By early March operations began under 
newly appointed British commanders. 
Brigader-General Tombs was appointed 
to take over from General Mulcaster and 
Brigader-General Fraser Tytler succeeded 
General Dunsford. Both General Mulcaster 
and General Dunsford had not had a 
satisfactory campaign. The new generals 
were given independent commands, the 
former of the Right, and the latter of the Left 
Brigade. The Bhutanese were determined 
to resist the “attacks of the ambitious 
all-country-destroying English.”  This 
statement appeared in a document which 
was supposed to have been  written by the 
Wangduephodrang Dzongpon Dralung 
Tobgye.

After the fort at Dewangiri was overrun 
by the British the Bhutanese force finally 
surrendered. A hundred and twenty 
Bhutanese  prisoners of war in the garrison 
were executed by the British Indian soldiers.

The Duar war ended in 1865 with the British 
recapture of Dewangiri (Deothang).

The Treaty of Sinchula, 1865
In the same year in 1865 on 11th November, 
the British compelled the Bhutanese to 

sign a treaty at Sinchula (Chukha). The 
summarised terms of the treaty were:

1   Bhutan was to give up or cede both the 
Assam and Bengal Duars.

2   All British subjects as well as those from 
Sikkim and Cooch Behar who were held 
by the Bhutanese were to be surrendered 
to the British authorities.

3   Criminals on both sides were to be handed 
back to their respective governments.

4   Free trade was to be re-established.

5   The British Government agreed to pay 
as compensation, the  sum of rupees 
(Ngultrums) 50,000/- per annum for the 
loss of territory.

The  Bhutanese  los t  7 ,124 square
kilometres of territory along the whole
area known as the Assam and Bengal
Duars including Ambari Falakata and the
hill territory on the left bank of the Teesta
River and Dewangiri (Deothang).

This war which came to be known as the 
Duar War cannot be studied on its own. It has 
to be seen against a background of strife and 
power struggles which had been waging in 
our country at that time. To make your study 
of the time easier we have tried to set out the 
events of the war separately from the internal 
events that were unfolding in Bhutan. In the 
next chapter we will take up the Bhutanese 
story again following Jigme Namgyal’s 
career as he continued to consolidate his 
achievements and bring unity and security 
to his people.
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Fig. 4.3 Paying compensation for the territories occupied by the British

 A Answer the following questions in  
 full sentences.

1 Make a list of the forces and 
materials marshalled against the 
Bhutanese when the war began.

      2    Describe the kind of weapons  a     
 Bhutanese soldier would have used    
 while fighting against the British 
 during the Duar war. 

3 Which Bhutanese leader proved to 
be the most determined opponent 
of the British forces? Support your 
answer with reasons.

4 Why were Brigadier-General 
Dunsford and Brigadier Mulcaster 

        of the British forces replaced during 

the course of the war?

     5   Are you satisified with the Terms 
          of the Treaty of Sinchula, 1865? 
          Justify your ideas giving reasons 
          for and against your choice.

 
B   Trace out the map of Bhutan and the 

Duars in your notebook. Label all 
the Duars. Mark on your map the 
four routes or approaches taken by 
the advancing British forces. Use 
different colours to help clarify the 
map. Your key should provide the 
details.

C Construct a simple time line, which 
contains the details of the course of 
the war from the beginning to the end.

  Student Activity
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ZHABDRUNG

Je KhenpoDesi

Paro
Poenlop

Daga
Poenlop

Trongsa
Poenlop

Thimphu
Dzongpoen

Wangdiphodrang
Dzongpoen

Punakha
Dzongpoen

Dorji
Lopoen

Drapi 
Lopoen

Tshenyi
Lopoen

Yangpai
Lopoen

Umze

Kudung

Drungpa Drungpa Drungpa Drungpa Drungpa Dzongpoen of Sharchog 
Khorlo Tsibgye

Fig 5.1 THE CHOESI SYSTEM
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Chapter Five

Jigme Namgyal and his Times 1866-1881
The Duar War officially ended in 1865 with 
the signing of the Treaty of Sinchula. This, 
however, did not mark the end of fighting 
in our country. It is certainly true that the 
people living in the Duars were now able to 
live a normal life again. This was not true 
of the interior parts of Bhutan. We know 
from our study of chapter three that from as 
early as 1857, the Trongsa Poenlop Jigme 
Namgyal had been identified by visitors to 
Bhutan as the real power behind the throne 
of the Desis.

The Desis that followed those visits from 
1858 became more and more powerless and 
seemed quite unable to act independently. 
Very often they remained only a year in their 
post before they were removed by a rival 
faction. These times were difficult because 
in the period that led  to the war in 1864 and 
right after the war, the country did not have 
a powerful, independent central leadership.

Struggle for Supremacy and the 
Effects of the Duar War
The remarkable and ever resourceful Trongsa 
Poenlop, Jigme Namgyal,  had been trying 
to bring together rival factions and establish 
a strong central power. He had a vision of 
the country that had been shared by the first 
Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyal. This vision 
was of a united and an independent country.

Student Activity

Find out and write down the situation
in Bhutan and the border at the end of
the Duar War.

Before the Duar War, as Trongsa Poenlop, he 
had complete control over the Assam Duars. 
The wealth which was generated from the 
Duars was used to supply his men with arms 
and rations. This wealth supported his power 
base.  Therefore, any threat to this wealth 
from the British or rebellious groups in the 
country had to be resisted.

He had fought hard and tactically in the 
battle of  Dewangiri. He continued to refuse 
to return the captured British heavy guns, 
which were a symbol of British defeat by the 
Bhutanese. However, he had to hand them 
over when the country was threatened with 
another attack. 

Upsurge in Internal Hostilities
Bhutan lost the territories that had sustained 
the Poenlop and those forces which had been 
drawn up to defend the country. This and the 
prospect of continuing strife in the country 
made Jigme Namgyal more determined to 
create a united country by bringing opposing 
sides together. This struggle was to last for 
the next twenty years. 
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In 1866, after the Duar War, Jigme Namgyal 
retired from the post of Trongsa Poenlop 
appointing his elder brother Dungkar 
Gyaltshen in his post.

However,  that did not end his political career. 
In 1869,  Wangduephodrang Dzongpoen, 
Kinley Dorji, supported by his uncle Dralung 
Tobgye (the former Wangduephodrang 
Dzongpoen)  and Kawang Mangkhel, 
Thimphu Dzongpoen were against  Punakha 
Dzongpoen Tashi.  Therefore, to defend 
himself, Tashi sought help from Jigme 
Namgyal that ultimately which, in struggle 
for supremacy. Thus, a civil war broke out. 

The groups opposed to Jigme Namgyal  and 
his ally sought help from the British but at 

this stage, the British were not interested 
in getting involved or taking sides. Jigme 
Namgyal took part and brought victory to 
the parties he helped.

Jigme Namgyal Becomes Desi
It became clear then that Jigme Namgyal 
was the most powerful man in Bhutan. The 
officials of the Central Government and 
the Central Monastic Body invited Jigme 
Namgyal to be Desi. He was therefore 
enthroned in 1870 as the 49th Desi1.

After he was enthroned, he appointed 
Kawang Sangye as the Wangduephodrang 
Dzongpoen, Wang Chogyal Zangpo as 
Zhung Dronyer, and his half brother 
Kitshelpa Dorji Namgyal as Gongzim. Desi 

Fig. 5.2 Military Camp

1The sequence of Druk Desis, particularly from the 42nd onward, vary according to different sources depending on 
whether those reigning simultaneously with another Desi is taken individually or as a single reign. 
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Jigme Namgyal had managed to put in place 
officials on whom he could rely.

The Paro Poenlop Rebels
Soon afterwards in 1872, the Paro Poenlop, 
Tshewang Norbu, revolted against the Desi. 
Former Thimphu Dzongpoen Kawang 
Mangkhel, who had been allowed to retire 
unharmed in 1863, volunteered his services 
to the government. Therefore, Desi Jigme 
Namgyal, sent him to put down the revolt 
in Paro. Kawang Mangkhel, leading the 
central government troops reached Paro 
and negotiated a deal with the rebels. 
Consequently, Paro Poenlop ran away to 
India and Kawang Mangkhel assumed 
himself the office of Paro Poenlop.  However, 
Kawang Mangkhel could not continue his 
new post because shortly afterwards he was 
assassinated. So, Nyima Dorje was installed 
as the new Paro Penlop.

Treachery in Paro and 
Wangduephodrang

In 1873, Jigme Namgyal retired but appointed 
his half-brother Kitshelpa Dorji Namgyal as 
the next Desi. 

In 1877, the Punakha Dzongpon, Ngodrup 
and the Paro Poenlop Niyma Dorji got 
together and planned to rebel against 
Jigme Namgyal and the new Desi.  Further, 
they killed his representative, Nyerchen 
Charchung in Paro. This act of treachery 
required action from Jigme Namgyal. 
Jigme Namgyal, his son Ugyen Wangchuck, 
Phuntsho Dorji, his half brother Desi 

Kitshelpa Dorji Namgyal, and the Thimphu 
Dzongpoen went to Paro and captured the Ta 
Dzong. Their soldiers were then garrisoned 
in  the Ta Dzong for its defence.

From Wangduephodrang came news of 
further bloodshed and treachery. The 
Wangduephodrang Dronyer, Angdruk Nyim 
had assassinated the Wangduephodrang 
Dzongpoen Kawang Sangyel and taken over 
his post. The Punakha Dzongpoen Ngodrup 
had appointed his own man, Choglye Yeshe 
Nguedrup as the Desi. This further act of 
rebellion had to be put down that is why 
Jigme Namgyal went to Punakha with the 
Thimphu Dzongpoen leaving behind Ugyen 
Wangchuck, and Phuntsho Dorji in Paro to 
guard the Ta  Dzong.

The  former Punakha Dzongpoen, Damcho 
Rinchen who had been defeated earlier 
by Jigme Namgyal, took advantage of his 
absence from Paro. He decided to take his 
revenge against Jigme Namgyal. Pretending 
that he wanted to meet his nephew Phuntsho 
Dorji, he entered the Ta Dzong and captured 
both Ugyen Wangchuck and Phuntsho Dorji. 
As soon as Jigme Namgyal heard the news, 
he took the Dzongpoen’s sister and her 
family as hostages and imprisoned them 
in Mendagang on the bank of Phochu. He 
then sent a message to Damcho Rinchen 
to choose between Ugyen Wangchuck’s 
life and the life of his sister and her family. 
This resulted in the immediate release of 
Ugyen Wangchuck and Phuntsho Dorji. 
Jigme Namgyal,  in return, released the 
Dzongpoen’s sister and her family. 
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Student Activity

 Imagine you are the15 years old 
Ugyen Wangchuck and you are with 
your friend Phuntsho Dorji when 
you are captured by the former 
Punakha Dzongpoen. Write a letter 
to your father explaining how 
you were captured and what your 
present condition is at the Ta Dzong 
in Paro. Ask him to come and save 
you. Don’t forget to mention how 
you will get the letter to your father. 

Paro Poenlop Defeated

Desi Kitshelpa Dorji Namgyal by then 
had managed to capture the water supply 
tower to the Paro Dzong and the dzong 
fell into his hands. The Paro Poenlop, 
Nyima Dorji, fled to India.

Punakha Dzongpoen Defeated
 
The Punakha Dzongpoen now had to 
face Jigme Namgyal’s party. While he 
was fleeing towards Wangduephodrang 
his force met Jigme Namgyal’s force 
at Lobesa. The Dzongpoen’s party was 
defeated in the battle and the Dzongpoen 
fled to India. His puppet, the so-called 
Desi, Choglye Truelku Yeshe Nguedrup 
took refuge in Talo Monastery and Jigme 

Namgyal reconquered Punakha Dzong. The 
struggle was not over and Wangduephodrang 
was in rebellion.

Wangduephodrang Dzongpoen 
Defeated

Jigme Namgyal,then marched towards 
Wangduephodrang and surrounded the 
Dzong. The Dzongpoen, Angdruk Nyim 
tried to burn down the Dzong but before 
that Jigme Namgyal managed to capture him 
and the dzong was saved from destruction. 
The Dzongpoen having been captured was 
later executed.

Jigme Namgyal Continues to be the 
Most Powerful

Although Jigme Namgyal retired from the 
post of Desi and lived  in Simtokha Dzong, 
he indirectly continued his firm control 
over the state till his death in 1881. One of 
the best proofs of him retaining power was 
demonstrated at the death of Desi Kitshelpa 
Dorji Namgyal in 1879. Jigme Namgyal was 
very much the force behind the appointment 
of the new Desi Choegyal Zangpo, one of 
his long-time faithful men.

Till his death, Jigme Namgyal led an active 
political life always  motivated by his desire 
to see Bhutan free of internal strife, strong 
and unified. We can truly call him the “Father 
of a Unified Bhutan”.
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Student Activity

A.  Mapwork:

 In your notebook copy the map of Bhutan and the Duars and indicate roughly the 
regions and Duars controlled by the various Poenlops and Dzongpons. Use different 
colours for different regions. On the same map, roughly mark with a cross and name 
the places where the important battles took place.

B.  Group Discussion

  In groups of 4-5 discuss Jigme Namgyal’s achievements. Assess them in order of 
importance.
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Chapter Six

Druk Gyalpo Ugyen Wangchuck 1862-1926
The story of our First Druk Gyalpo Ugyen 
Wangchuck is also part of the story of his 
remarkable father Jigme Namgyal. We will 
study their lives and their achievements in 
the context of the events that were taking 
place in Bhutan at that time. 

His Early Life
It is important to remember the turmoil of 
these times when Ugyen Wangchuck was 
a boy. In 1862 when he was born at the 
Wangdue Choeling Palace, his father Jigme 
Namgyal was busy fighting a war. The Duar 
War was in progress and civil strife was 
gripping  the country. 

His mother, Ashi Pema Chokey had come 
from Jakar. Her family had descended from 
Lhalung Pelgi Dorji. Ugyen Wangchuck’s 
father Jigme Namgyal was, you remember, 
from the family of Dungkhar Choeje of 
Kurtoe. He was a direct descendent of Terton 
Pema Lingpa.

Life in Trongsa and Jakar Dzong must have 
been difficult and tense for the inhabitants. 
The young Ugyen was required to follow a 
very strict routine. 

His Early Education
Ugyen Wangchuck’s political education 
began early. Just by watching or listening 
to the men, he understood the complexities 
of the divisions and factions in the country. 

On the other hand, his religious instruction 
gave him a clear sense of direction and 
a deep belief in himself and his duty. 
Ugyen Wangchuck and the boys growing 
up in the Dzong would watch the battle 
preparations with interest. They took on 
adult responsibilities when the men went 
off to fight. 

Ascends to Paro Poenlop, 1879
Ugyen Wangchuck’s first opportunity to take 
part in an attack was when he went along 
with his father to put down a rebellion by 
the Paro Poenlop. He was only fifteen. Two 
years later, in 1879, his father appointed him 
the Paro Poenlop.

Struggle for Control of the Trongsa 
Poenlop’s Post
One of the first responsibilities that the 
Paro Poenlop, Ugyen Wangchuck had to 
shoulder was to settle a long standing feud 
that had been going on over many years. The 
disagreement was between his two uncles, 
the Trongsa Poenlop, his paternal uncle 
Dungkar Gyaltshen and the Jakar Poenlop 
Pema Tenzin, his maternal uncle from the 
Bumthang family. The dispute was over who 
should hold the post of Trongsa Poenlop. 
The matter was peacefully resolved when 
Pema Tenzin was finally installed. This 
was, however, the beginning of another feud 
which ended in the assassination of Trongsa 
Poenlop Pema Tenzin. 
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Fig. 6.2 Druk Gyalpo Ugyen Wangchuck with his family 
(The small child is the Crown Prince Jigme Wangchuck)

The assassination took place because Singye 
Namgyal had assisted Pema Tenzin in his 
bid for the post of Trongsa Poenlop on the 
understanding that his support would be 
recognized and rewarded by appointing 
him as Trongsa Droenyer. When he was 
not appointed he took revenge by killing 
Pema Tenzin. 

Becomes Trongsa Poenlop

Ugyen Wangchuck, who was then only 
twenty, was very angry and avenged his 
uncle’s death by marching on to Bumthang 
and defeating Singye Namgyal. In 1882 he 
became Trongsa Poenlop after occupying 
both Trongsa and Bumthang . His success 
gave him the power to appoint people he 
could rely on for support. He later appointed 

his cousin Dawa Penjor as Paro Poenlop.
Trongsa Poenlop’s Growing 
Power against the background of 
plots

Ugyen Wangchuck then began to try to 
consolidate his power but these were 
treacherous times and he had numerous 
rivals and enemies eager to remove him 
from power. His father had managed to 
concentrate much of the power and authority 
in the position of Trongsa Poenlop. 

Alu Dorji, the Dzongpoen of Thimphu and 
Phuntsho Dorji, the Dzongpoen of Punakha, 
formed an alliance. They hoped that by 
installing their own choice of Desi, Gawa 
Zangpo they could undermine Trongsa 
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Poenlop Ugyen Wangchuck’s position and 
have him assassinated. However, Ugyen 
Wangchuck  learned of the plot. He made a 
decision to resist any further armed conflict 
and attempted to settle the affair peacefully. 
His attempts to resolve matters this way 
through meetings and discussion were to 
be his greatest strength in the years ahead.

Student Activity

Find out and write down in complete 
sentences:

1 how Ugyen Wangchuck spent   
his childhood; and

2 how he became Trongsa   
 Poenlop.

Open Revolt, 1885

He asked both the Dzongpoens to come to a 
meeting in Shar Rithang (Wangduephodrang).  
The Dzongpoens agreed to come, but when 
Ugyen Wangchuck arrived at the place, they 
did not turn up.  This was a great insult to 
him. He knew from their action that they 
really wanted to fight.  So, he went back to 
Trongsa, collected his troops and marched 
towards Punakha.  He called on his allies 
for support. He knew he could depend 
on them for help in times like this. Paro 
Poenlop Dawa Penjor and Ashang Jampa, 
the Dzongpoen of Wangduephodrang, also 
organised an army for Ugyen Wangchuck.

The Je Khenpo and the four Lopens of the 
monk body came to mediate between the 
Trongsa Poenlop and the two Dzongpoens 
but they failed.

Fighting Breaks Out
The Trongsa Poenlop’s forces and the two 
Dzongpoens’ forces met at Mendagang in 
Punakha. The battle was indecsive, Trongsa 
Poenlop’s forces were able to drive back the 
opposition securing a favourable position 
commanding the valley. 

Another battle took place at Jiligang above 
Punakha Dzong.  The men were tired and ill-
prepared for another encounter. The forces 
of the Dzongpoens were defeated and they 
retreated to Thimphu.

Encouraged by these military successes and 
anxious to reinforce their advantage the 
Trongsa Poenlop’s forces marched on to 
Thimphu and occupied  Semtokha Dzong. 
The Dzong had been under the control of the 
two Dzongpoens and was being guarded by 
soldiers loyal to them. In the skirmish that 
followed the Trongsa Poenlop’s forces were 
able to surprise the people in the Dzong and 
take it over without much resistance.  The 
Trongsa Poenlop then put  his  own garrison 
in the Dzong.

Rebellion Put Down, 1885
Again the monk body and the Paro Poenlop 
Dawa Penjor mediated between the two 
warring groups.  This time both the sides 
agreed to meet in Thimphu at a place 
called Changlimithang. In the meeting, the 
Trongsa Poenlop was represented by Dawa 
Penjor (Paro Poenlop) and the Thimphu 
Dzongpoen by Phuntsho Dorji (Punakha 
Dzongpoen). During the meeting, fighting 
broke out.  Dawa Penjor killed Phuntsho 
Dorji and the supporters of the Dzongpoens 
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were defeated. Alu Dorji and some of his 
supporters fled to Tibet.

End of the Civil War
The  fight at Changlimithang in 1885 ended 
the civil war in Bhutan.  The whole country 
came under the Trongsa Poenlop, Ugyen 
Wangchuck. The last real opposition to 
his supremacy had been put down and the 
possibility of a stable and peaceful period 
looked likely. Securing loyal and reliable 
allies in the posts that had caused so many 
of the problems to the central authority was 
very important. He nominated the Yangpai 
Lopoen Sangye Dorji as the Desi and 
appointed his cousin Kuenzang Thinley as 
Thimphu Dzongpoen and Wangchuk as the 

Dzongpoen of Punakha.  He remained as 
Trongsa Poenlop but looked after both the 
internal and external affairs of the country.

Student Activity

 Write in your own words the causes 
of the Battle of Chang-limithang and 
the consequences.

Ugyen Wangchuck’s Diplomatic 
Skills
Ugyen Wangchuck was firm yet conciliatory 
and he used these skills most effectively. 
He would approach a problem through 
intelligent and disciplined discussion which 
in most cases would lead to an acceptable 

Fig. 6.3 Druk Gyalpo Ugyen Wangchuck with attendants and members of the yeoman army
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The Battle of Changlimithang 1885
The course of the history of Bhutan was 
finally decided in 1885 in Thimphu on an 
open field called Changlimithang. This area 
has been retained to this day as an open air 
stadium. Each year a large national day 
celebration takes place here. It is also used 
for national level sports day tournaments.

Early paintings and photographs of Thimphu 
at this time show a wide valley with few 
buildings and tracks. Dominating the valley 
is the dzong, an imposing and massive 
structure built where the valley narrows about 
one kilometer north of Changlimithang. On 
the ridges overlooking the valley are several 
temples and monasteries like Changangkha,  
Phajoding, Dechenphodrang and Dorjidrag. 
The Wangchu flows along the valley floor 
past the Dzong skirting the wide marshy 
fields towards Changlimithang and past 
Semtokha.

It was in this setting that two groups of men 
gathered to try to save the conflicts that 
had prevented peace. The situation within 
the country had reached a critical point 
and the last pockets of resistance to the 
Trongsa Poenlops were now concentrated 
in Thimphu.

The Trongsa Poenlop and his forces 
were garrisoned at Semtokha Dzong. The 
opposing forces of the two Dzongpoens 
were Phuntsho Dorji who represented 
the Thimphu Dzongpoen, Alu Dorji. 
Dawa Penjor who was the Paro Poenlop 
represented the Trongsa Poenlop. A large 
tent was set up for the day’s activities, a 

feast was prepared and discussions began. 
The two men were seated together in the 
tent and negotiations continued over lunch. 
Questions will always be asked as to when 
and how fighting broke out. One story 
goes that Phuntsho Dorji had concealed 
some armed men behind the tent. When the 
argument broke out between the two men, 
Dawa Penjor drew his sword and thrust it at 
Phuntsho Dorji. In the confusion, Phuntsho 
Dorji was not quick enough in drawing his 
sword which got caught up in his kabney. 
He was killed. 

In the following fight some supporters of 
the Dzongpoens were killed. Many of them 
were taken as prisoners. Messengers were 
sent to Semtokha to tell Ugyen Wangchuck 
of his victory and the defeated supporter of 
Alu Dorji fled towards Trashichhodzong to 
report their defeat. Alu Dorji realized that 
there was nothing to be gained by remaining 
in the country. He hastily packed and with 
a small band of loyal followers fled up 
the valley and joined the track to Tibet. 
The victorious Ugyen Wangchuck with 
his supporters returned to the scene of the 
battle. The remains of the feast lay scattered 
and strewn about the collapsed tent showing 
the violence of the fight.

Ugyen Wangchuck arranged his forces 
in two rows facing each other. They then 
raised their swords forming an arch of 
crossed swords. As a sign of submission 
and acknowledgement of defeat the forces 
of Alu Dorji had to walk under the arch of 
weapons.
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Fig. 6.4 Dawa penjor slays Phuntsho Dorji at Changlimithang
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agreement. He felt this to be the only long 
lasting way to resolve conflicts.

Alu Dorji who had fled to Tibet after the 
battle of Changlimithang tried to undermine 
Ugyen Wangchuck’s control by seeking 
Chinese help. Alu Dorji looked in vain for 
support to unseat Ugyen Wangchuck. It was 
about this time Ugyen Wangchuck turned his 
attention to securing British India’s support 
and acceptance.

Foreign Relations Strengthened
The real genius of Ugyen Wangchuck was 
his ability to prepare a strategy that would 
re-establish Bhutan’s sovereignty and secure 
the future of the country. The British view of 
our country was of a friendly buffer state in 
the north and a passage for trade with Tibet.

Ugyen Wangchuck did not want any conflict 
with any of the neighbouring countries but 
wanted to develop closer relations with 
them, particularly the British.  He fully 
understood the political situation of the 
time.  In 1889, he sent Paro Poenlop Dawa 
Penjor to visit the British Political Agent 
at Kalimpong on a  goodwill mission. In 
1904, Ugyen Wangchuck accompanied 
the British Expedition led to Lhasa by 
Colonel Younghusband to Lhasa and 
acted as a successful mediator between 
the Government of Tibet and the British.  
His contribution to the mission, his talent 
for mediation and his diplomatic handling 
of people were recognized. It was partly 
because of his efforts that the Anglo-
Tibetan Convention of 7th September 1904 

was signed at Potala Palace in Lhasa.  The 
outcome of the mission was the development 
of friendhip with British India. 

In 1905, the British Government sent a 
mission to Bhutan led by John Claude White, 
the Political Officer of Sikkim. The purpose 
of the mission was to present the honour of 
Knight Commander of Indian Empire to 
Gongsa Ugyen Wangchuck in appreciation 
of his contribution during the Younghusband 
mission. In 1906, Sir Ugyen Wangchuck was 
invited to attend the reception of the Prince 
of Wales George V in India.  He attended the 
reception and made a tour of India.  He was 
by then clearly considered the leader of the 
Bhutanese people.

Establishment of the Hereditary 
Monarchy
Meanwhile in the country, the Monk-body 
and the Council of Ministers realised that the 
Desi system had failed to keep the unity of 
the country and endangered the sovereignty 
of the country. The central authority had 
weakened. They knew that the country could 
be safe and prosperous only under the rule of 
a King.  Therefore, on 17 December 1907, 
the Monk body, the government and the 
representatives of the people unanimously 
elected Sir Ugyen Wangchuck as the first 
hereditary King of Bhutan. They declared 
their allegiance to him, and pledged to serve 
him and his heirs loyally and faithfully to the 
best of their ability.  Thus, the country was  
united under a strong king with a clear line 
of succession.
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After the Trongsa Poenlop was appointed 
as King, no other person was appointed as 
Trongsa Poenlop. The administration of the 
eastern region continued to be under the 
direct control of the King. Since then, the 
title of Trongsa Poenlop (Chhoetse Poenlop, 
is given to the Crown Prince before he 
becomes King.

Student Activity

Find out and write down:

1. the reasons for Ugyen Wangchuck 
establishing closer relationships with 
the British;  and 

2. how this eventually contributed 
in transforming the Desi system 
of government into a hereditary 
monarchy.   Fig. 6.5 Druk Gyalpo Ugyen Wangchuck   wearing 

his Knight garter medal

Fig. 6.6 Druk Gyalpo Ugyen Wangchuck with the visiting British political Officer Claude White at  
Punakha 19 December 1907

Standing from left: Capt. H. Hyslop, Ugyen Dorji, Punakha Dzongpoen Palden Wangchuk, 
Major Rennick, Thimphu Dzongpoen Kunzang Thinley, Zimpoen Kunzang Tshering. 

Seated from left: Capt. Campbell, J. Claude White, King Ugyen Wangchuck, Paro Poenlop Dawa Penjor
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Druk Gyalpo Ugyen Wangchuck 1862-1926

Treaty of Punakha, 1910
Druk Gyalpo Ugyen Wangchuck was not 
happy at the increasing Chinese influence in 
Tibet because it could threaten the security 
of Bhutan.  He wanted to have closer 
relations with the British Government.  The 
British India Government also felt that it 
was necessary to assist in defending the 
sovereignty of Bhutan by signing another 
treaty with the country.  Accordingly, 
Charles Bell, accompanied by other officials, 
came to Punakha.  On 8th January 1910 
(27th day of the 11th month of the Earth Bird 
year) the Treaty of Punakha was signed. This 
treaty was a revision of the Sinchula Treaty 
of 1865. The revised terms were:

1.  The British Government increased the 
annual subsidy payment for the Duar 
areas to the Government of Bhutan 
from fifty thousand rupees (Rupees 
50, 000) to one hundred thousand 
rupees (Rupees 100,000) with effect 
from the 10th of January 1910.

2.  The British Government undertook to    
exercise no interference in the internal 
administration of Bhutan.

3.  The Bhutanese Government agreed 
to consult the British Government in 
regard to its external relations.

4    In the event of disputes with or 
complaint against the various rulers 
of Sikkim and Cooch Behar, the 
Bhutanese Government agreed to refer 

the matters to the British Government 
for arbitration and settlement.

5    There was no provision for stationing 
a resident British Agent in Bhutan.

The signing of this treaty ensured long 
lasting peace and friendship between the 
two countries.  

Internal Reforms
In 1911 His Majesty Ugyen Wangchuck 
made a nineteen day visit to Delhi and 
attended the Delhi Durbar. During his stay 
he saw many aspects of development in India 
and returned home full of new ideas for the 
development of Bhutan.

His Majesty Ugyen Wangchuck took 
various measures for the development 
of the country and well-being of the 
people. He took steps to improve transport 
and communication. Internal trade and 
commerce were encouraged. To decrease the 
burden of the common people, he began to 
reduce land taxes and ‘Woola’, customary 
service to the state.The people were over 
burdened with taxation which had been 
introduced during the Desi system.

Druk Gyalpo Ugyen Wangchuck realised 
that one major setback of  the development 
of the country was the ignorance of the 
people, for during his time education was 
confined only to the monasteries. So he 
introduced the modern system of education 
in the country.  One school was set up in 

Reprint 2022



A History of Bhutan

46

Haa and some students were sent to study 
in Kalimpong under the supervision of 
Gongzim Ugyen  Dorji.  By 1914, forty 
six Bhutanese students were receiving 
modern education.  In Bumthang, another 
small school was set up for the Crown 
Prince Jigme Wangchuck and some of his 
attendants.

He invited Buddhist monks and learned 
Buddhist scholars to the country to improve 
the standard of monastic education and 
further spread Buddhism. He instituted the 
further training of intelligent Bhutanese 
monks in Tibet. Many of them returned 
as scholars and contributed greatly to the 
improvement of monastic education in the 
country. During his rule,many new temples 
and monasteries were built in different parts 
of the country and many old monasteries 
were repaired.

After 19 years of thoughtful and peaceful 
rule Druk Gyalpo Ugyen Wangchuck died 
on 21 August 1926.  He was succeeded by 
his son Jigme Wangchuck, as the second 
hereditary King of Bhutan.

Student Activity

A. Make a list of all the reforms and 
changes introduced by Druk Gyalpo 
Ugyen Wangchuck. Put them in order 
of importance from your point of 
view, giving proper justification. 

B. Carefully read through the Treaty of 
Punakha in 1910 and compare the 
terms of the treaty with those of the 
Treaty of Sinchula in 1865. In groups 
of 4-5, discuss the differences and to 
the class. 
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Chapter Seven

Druk Gyalpo Jigme Wangchuck 1905-1952
On 14th March, 1927, Jigme Wangchuck was 
crowned as the Second Druk Gyalpo to the 
Golden throne of Bhutan. Jigme Wangchuck 
was only twenty one when he inherited the 
cares of state and a monarchical system of 
government that had only been in existence 
for a period of 19 years. He had grown up 
alongside the young Kingdom watching its 
progress under the firm and careful rule of 
his father. On his death bed, his father is said 
to have told Jigme Wangchuck that there was 
still a great deal left undone in his efforts 
to create a fair and just society. He charged 
his son to take up the heavy burden of duty.

Early Life
Druk Gyalpo Jigme Wangchuck was 
born to Gongsa Ugyen Wangchuck and 
Ashi Tsundru Lhamo in 1905 at Thinley 
Rabten Palace in Bumthang. His father was 
determined that the young prince should 
receive the education that would prepare 
him for his future role.

He received a good education in Buddhist 
literature, Hindi and English. He was brought 
up under strict discipline by his father and 
was given a good training in administration 
and political matters.

In 1922, when he was seventeen, he was 
appointed the Trongsa Droenyer and he 
married Ashi Phuntsho Choedon from 
Wangdicholing Palace in Bumthang. The 
following year he became the Trongsa 
Poenlop.

Druk Gyalpo Jigme Wangchuck ruled the 
country when some very important historical 
events were taking place in the world. The 
early years of his reign coincided with the 
economic depression of the 1930s which 
was the worst of its type the world was to 
know.

The Great Depression marked the total 
collapse of many of the world’s most 
powerful economies. Overnight, almost, 
all the currencies lost their value and paper 
money became worthless. It is said that in 
Germany one needed buckets of coins to buy 
a loaf of bread. Millions  of people lost their 
jobs and even their homes and were left with 
no way to earn money to feed their families. 
The governments of these countries seemed 
powerless. They were faced with problems 
that seemed hopeless. Bhutan was spared 
this because its economy was still a barter 
economy. At  this stage it did not have a 
monetary system.

In 1939 the Second World War broke out. 
After 1941, the Japanese army which was 
fighting the British and its allies came as far 
as the Assam borders only a few hundred 
kilometres away from Bhutan. All the 
neighbouring countries, except Tibet, were 
involved in the Second World War directly 
or indirectly. It only ended in 1945. The 
Communist Revolution rocked China in 
the late 1940s and the ripples could be felt 
throughout Asia. There were also several 

Reprint 2022



A History of Bhutan

48

Fi
g.

 7
.1

  D
RU

K 
GY

AL
PO

 JI
G

M
E 

W
AN

G
CH

U
CK

’S
 FA

M
ILY

 T
RE

E

(1
) A

sh
i P

hu
nt

sh
o 

Ch
oe

de
n 

  =
   

Dr
uk

 G
ya

lp
o 

Jig
m

e 
W

an
gc

hu
ck

   
= 

 (2
) A

sh
i P

em
a 

De
ch

en

Da
sh

o 
Jig

m
e 

Do
rji

 W
an

gc
hu

ck
(T

he
 C

ro
w

n 
Pr

in
ce

)

As
hi

 C
ho

ek
ey

Da
sh

o 
N

am
gy

al
 W

an
gc

hu
ck

As
hi

 D
ek

i Y
an

gz
om

As
hi

 P
em

a 
Ch

od
en

Reprint 2022



49

Druk Gyalpo Jigme Wangchuck 1905-1952

years of unrest in India as a result of the 
independence movement.

The people of India had been trying to 
throw off British rule for some time. 
During the Second World War, activitists 
for independence had caught back their 
campaign as the British and the country 
at large were occupied with the war. After 
the war the struggle for independence 
began again. India ultimately became 
independent in 1947, which was followed by 
the integration of several semi-independent 
kingdoms into the new Indian Union.

His Majesty Jigme Wangchuck kept Bhutan 
away from all this turbulence which the world 
at large and in particular the neighbouring 
countries were going through. Bhutan was 
instead enjoying a high degree of peace 

and prosperity. He ruled the kingdom with 
a firm hand. It was the first time, during his 
reign, that the country experienced no civil 
war which had been so common in the past.

Student Activity

A. Write a short description on 
the early life of Druk Gyalpo 
Jigme Wangchuck in your own 
words.

B. Identify the events that took 
place in the world during 
the second King’s reign, 
explaining how our country 
remained unaffected. 

Fig. 7.2 The Second World War lasted from 1939 to 1945
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Fig. 7.3 Druk Gyalpo Jigme Wangchuck with Ashi Phuntsho Choeden
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Druk Gyalpo Jigme Wangchuck 1905-1952
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Administrative Reforms
Druk Galpo Jigme Wangchuck ruled 
the Kingdom firmly, to consolidate the 
administration and organise it more 
effectively. You will remember that there was 
a large administration in place. Each region 
had an entirely separate administration. 
The need for centralized control had been 
felt by his father and he had gone a long 
way to bring this about. The powerful 
posts of Poenlop and Dzongpon with all 
the  revenue controls which they had were 
in need of reform. Revenue collection and 
disbursement was uneven and unequal. 

Reduction of the Number of 
Government Officers
Druk Gyalpo Jigme Wangchuck set about 
the reorganization of the administration with 
energy and authority. He assumed absolute 
power and set up a direct line of authority 
from himself down. Every official was 
then accountable to him. He made all the 
necessary appointments and in this way his 
officials were required to deal directly with 
him. He would then be able to promote and 
reward those officers who did their duty 
well. 

We will look at the administration as 
established by his father Ugyen Wangchuck 
based on the Desi System. King Jigme 
Wangchuck wanted to reform,  and improving 
the system and bringing it into line with the 
requirements of a modern state.

Both the religious and temporal powers 
were in the hands of the monarch. He had 

four  important officials (Nangi Lhengye 
Zhi - the Central Cabinet) to assist him in 
the over all administration of the country. 
They were (1) the Zhung Kalyoen (the 
Executive Minister) (2) the Zhung Dronyer 
(the Chief of Protocol) (3) the Zhung 
Zimpoen/Gongzim (the Chamberlain) and 
(4) the Thimphu Dzongpoen/Punakha 
Dzongpoen (Thimphup/Punap). In summer, 
the Thimphup joined the Central Cabinet 
and in winter, when the Cabinet moved 
to Punakha, the Punap joined the Cabinet. 
The Gongzim most of the time lived in 
Kalimpong as political agent for Bhutan. He 
worked with other political officials from the 
British government stationed in Kalimpong.

Like the first King, during the  reign 
of second King, the eastern region also 
continued to be under the direct control of 
the King. He had been nominated as Trongsa 
Poenlop in 1923. Gradually as the other 
Poenlops and Dzongpoens died, their posts 
were not filled in and the regions came under 
the direct control of the King.

Student Activity

Compare the diagram given on page 
33 in chapter five with the one given 
on page 51. Describe the differences 
between the two systems.

Control of Appointments
All decisions relating to the matters of 
the state and administration rested with 
the King alone. He abolished most of the 
Dungkhag Offices  including the post of 
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Daga Poenlop and weakened  the power 
of the Punakha, Thimphu and Wangdue-
phodrang Dzongpoens.  He retained the title 
of Trongsa Poenlop and the Paro Poenlop’s 
title remained with his nephew, Tshering 
Penjor. With the limiting of the authority 
and power of the remaining officials he was 
able to reduce the number of officers who 
served them. The Zimpons, Dronyer and 
Nyerchen were all appointed by the King as 
were all red scarf officers. The Dzongpons 
and Poenlop were able to appoint the white 
scarf officers who would work with them.

There were two reasons for these changes 
occurring as a result of insurrection. One 
reason was that his father had had to contend 
with this a mere twenty five years earlier.  
The other reason was related to taxes.

The Tax Burden
The numerous officials in post were solely 
supported by taxes collected from the 
people. The greater the number of officials, 
the heavier was the burden of taxes on 
the ordinary people. The records of each 
Dzongkhag’s accounts were submitted to 
the King by the Nyerchen. The King then 
personally had these accounts checked. 
He wanted to know exactly how the funds 
or taxes were spent. It had been said that 
he would sometimes spend hours having 
these accounts checked. These accounts 
recorded each household’s tax contribution, 
which was collected in kind. There was 
a firewood tax, labour tax, transportation 
tax, harvest contribution tax, grass fodder 
tax (for animals), a butter tax based on the 
number of cows owned by a family and even 

a soot tax (for making ink in the Dzong). He 
looked for ways to reduce the heavy burden 
of taxes on his people. We will look at his tax 
reforms when we assess his achievements 
later in the chapter.

The Royal Household
King Jigme Wangchuck had a large retinue of 
attendants from different parts of the country. 
They all served in different capacities. They 
were paid by being provided with food, 
housing and clothing. All this came from the 
Royal treasury. Payment depended on rank 
and responsibilities. The attendant served 
until his death at which point his son would 
take on the duties.

Religious Appointments
In matters of religious administration the 
King had sole authority to appoint the Je 
Khenpo. The appointment of the Lopens 
needed his ratification or approval. 

Military Established
During the time of our first king, men had 
been called to arms to defend or attack 
depending on which area they lived in and 
which faction was fighting. They had to 
leave their farms and join the yeoman army 
(this term refers to soldiers drawn from the 
peasants and farmers). This was a burden 
on the people. In 1940, Druk Gyalpo Jigme 
Wangchuck established the first military 
attachment. This was the  beginning of the 
creation of the modern armed force.
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Bhutan’s Relationship 
with Tibet

The troubles in Tibet interrupted a long 
and fruitful relationship between the two 
countries. The Druk Gyalpo was very 
religious and he, like his father, invited many 
Buddhist scholars to the country from Tibet 
in order to spread Buddhism, particularly 
the Drukpa Kagyu sect. Lamas from Bhutan 
were sent to Tibet to study and many of them 
later became well known scholars. Other 
people went to study Buddhist Himalayan 
medicine at the ancient medical schools 
in Tibet and returned as qualified doctors. 
This cross cultural contact was rewarding 
and enriching as were the regular trading 
activities. Some of our most important 
scholars, historians, teachers and doctors 
were educated and trained in Tibet at this 
time.

Education Develops
Druk Gyalpo Jigme Wangchuck was 
committed to education and he continued the 
practice of selecting children for schooling 
in Kalimpong. Several schools were set up 
in the country. A fine little school had been 
opened in Haa run under the supervision 
of Gongzim Sonam Tobgye Dorji, who 
even coached a respectable football team. 
Education was still reserved only for the 
boys.

Wangdicholing and Kuenga Rabten
The Royal Family members spent their 
time moving between Wangdicholing  in 
Bumthang in the summer and Kuenga 

Rabten in Trongsa in the winter. The whole 
retinue would move. There were about 200 
people travelling on foot or horseback. The 
winter  food supply would be taken care of 
by the Nyerchen who would be responsible 
for transporting it to Kuenga Rabten. The 
party would halt for a two day rest on the 
way. 

The King’s Pastimes
The King was a fanatical archer and it was 
his favourite winter pastime. He also had a 
fine collection of horses. He was very fond 
of them and was a very knowledgeable 
horseman. The horses were stabled near 
the palace so he could keep an eye on them. 
Every day each stable boy would lead out the 
horse he cared for and under the critical gaze 
of the king he would groom and massage it. 
Bhutanese horses were well known  as fine 
specimens and were highly prized. 

His other great interest was a scholarly one. 
He loved literature and was never tired of 
hearing stories of the epics being read to 
him. He was especially fond of the epic of 
Ling Gesar Gyab. By the time he was forty 
his health had deteriorated. It meant he had 
to restrict his travelling as he was not as 
strong as he used to be.

Reforms and Developments
As we have already seen, Second King’s  
most important reforms were related to the 
revenue and the reduction of officials. The 
tax reforms could only succeed if the number 
of officials were correspondingly reduced. 
A more balanced and equitable taxation 
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system grew up to replace the cumbersome 
and unfair system that had survived. Land 
revenue was also reformed. A considerable 
effort was made to improve the existing mule 
tracks and upgrade them. This facilitated 
safer and more secure routes for traders and 
people. The first dispensaries were opened 
and  many Bhutanese were sent abroad  to be 
trained in both traditional and western style 
medicine. A great deal of building repairs 
were undertaken to temples and monasteries 
and in addition to those new ones were built 
as well. 

Foreign Relations
Druk Gyalpo Jigme Wangchuck maintained 
friendly relations with the neighbouring 

countries. A dispute  between the monastery 
of Tawang (today in Arunachal Pradesh) and 
Bhutan was peacefully settled in a friendly 
manner.  He continued to maintain  friendly 
relations with the British Government which 
his father had earlier established.  On the 
invitation of the British Government he, 
along with the Queen and the Crown Prince 
Jigme Dorji Wangchuck paid a visit to India 
in 1935.

In 1947, Bhutan participated in the Asian 
Relations Conference which was held in 
Delhi.  In 1948, a Bhutanese delegation was 
sent to India to discuss Bhutan’s relations 
with independent India.  As a result, the 
Indo-Bhutanese treaty was signed between 
the two countries on 8th August 1949 

Fig. 7.5 Royal visit to Calcutta, 1935. Seated in the centre Druk Gyalpo Jigme Wangchuck and Ashi      
Phuntsho Choeden. Seated at their feet the Crown Prince Jigme Dorji Wangchuck and Ashi Kesang 
Choeden.
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at Darjeeling. This treaty laid down the 
basic framework for a mutually beneficial 
relationship between two independent 
nations. The signing of this treaty replaced 
the Treaty of Punakha, 1910. The revisions 
led to the restoring of 32 square miles of 
territory in the area of Diwangiri (Deothang) 
and an increase in the annual subsidy from 
the Rs. 100,000 to Rs. 500,000. 

For the first time Bhutan  entered into a special 
treaty relation with independent India which 
later  developed into friendly assistance for 
Bhutan’s economic development.

Druk Gyalpo Jigme Wangchuck ruled 
successfully for twenty six years until he 
died in 1952.

Student Activity
 List all the reforms and changes 

introduced by Druk Gyalpo Jigme 
Wangchuck. Arrange them in 
order of importance giving proper 
justification. 
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Chapter Eight

Druk Gyalpo Jigme Dorji Wangchuck 1928-1972

The third King, Druk Gyalpo Jigme Dorji 
Wangchuck, was born on 2nd May, 1928 
at Thruepang Palace in Trongsa. His father, 
you remember, was then the King and was 
living with his family and court in Bumthang 
during the summer and in Trongsa during the 
winter months. The country had undergone 
a lot of changes since the establishment 
of the hereditary Monarchy and a start 
had been made towards modernizing and 
strengthening the unity of the country. It 
was in this atmostphere that Jigme Dorji 
Wangchuck grew up.

Early Life
His father felt that he would have to get the 
kind of education that would prepare him for 
his future role as King of Bhutan. Schooling 
was a disciplined and demanding time shared 
with a group of selected children. He endured 
punishment and enjoyed praise just like the 
other children. He was taught Buddhist 
literature, English, Hindi and other subjects 
thought to be useful. School lessons were 
followed by instruction from his father and 
other court officials in Bhutan’s traditions 
and customs and general administration. 
His father felt that young Jigme needed 
to see the outside world and get exposure 
through further studies abroad. So, after 
being appointed as Trongsa Dronyer when 
he was only 15, he was sent to England to 
continue his education. This exposure to the 
outside world enabled him to gain insights 
and perspectives that he might otherwise 

not have had.

Preparation for Kingship
His father had always been strict on 
discipline and work, himself being a well-
disciplined and hard-working man. On his 
return from England, the Crown Prince was 
immediately sent to work. He enjoyed no 
special privileges. His position demanded 
that he work harder and longer than his 
colleagues. His father insisted he be prompt 
at the office and come barefoot like his 
courtiers. He would often work late into the 
evening. It can be said that his father trained 
him well in the art of administration and 
undoubtedly he was well prepared when he 
took over as King in 1952 after his father’s 
death. His father left him a peaceful and 
stable kingdom.

The Country’s Position in the mid 
20th Century
At this point it may be remembered that 
our country was still quite isolated. Owing 
to its geographical position, travel in and 
out was very difficult. Druk Gyalpo Jigme 
Dorji Wangchuck, being a man of clear and 
farsighted vision, observed the changes 
that had taken place and were taking place 
in the neighbouring countries. This greatly 
influenced his view of statehood and the 
future of the country. 

On one side India had become a sovereign 
independent nation and was taking its place 
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in the world and on the other side Tibet lost 
its independence to the Chinese and was 
suffering the loss. Bhutan, located between 
a Republican Democracy (India) and a 
Communist State (China) needed to protect 
its sovereign independence. 

Druk Gyalpo Jigme Dorji Wangchuck 
realized how fragile his country was 
without strong international links, without 
a strong government and the fact that 
he and his people were still living in 
isolation. This realization motivated him 
into drawing plans and policies best suited 
for the development of the country and for 
protecting and promoting the country’s 
sovereign independence.

Student Activity
A Write a short description about the 

early life of our third King in your 
own words.

B Identify the situation in India and 
Tibet in the mid 20th century and write 
how that affected our country.  

End of Isolation
His Majesty gave up the age-old policy of 
isolation and opened Bhutan’s doors to the 
outside world. Bhutan became a member of 
the Colombo Plan in 1962.

The Colombo Plan was established as a 
co-operative organization for social and 
economic progress in South East Asia. By 
joining this organization, Bhutan received 
technical assistance that is, equipment, 
scholarships, trainings and advisory services 

from the member countries. 
Bhutan then became a member of the 
Universal Postal Union (UPU) in 1969. Our 
membership in the Union helps to improve 
our postal services and the promotion of 
Bhutanese stamps in the world. 

In 1970, Bhutan attended the United Nations 
(UN) Assembly as an observer and in 1971 
it became a full member. By joining the 
UNO Bhutan strengthened its status as a 
sovereign independent nation because each 
member state is considered equal in spite 
of its size or population. Bhutan then began 
to take its place as a member of the inter-
national community of nations. The King 
also introduced diplomatic relations with 
foreign countries by establishing Bhutanese 
Missions in New Delhi in India and at the 
UNO headquarters in New York.

In 1958 Indian Prime Minister Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru had visited Bhutan with 
his daughter, Indira Gandhi (the future 
Prime Minister). This visit marked the 
beginning of a close relationship between 
Bhutan and India. His majesty Jigme Dorji 
Wangchuck accepted the offer of the Indian 
Prime Minister to help modernize Bhutan’s 
economy. They have helped construct 
motorable roads, set up telecommunication 
facilities and implement industrial and 
agricultural activities. This co-operation has 
continued to grow and expand.

Social and Economic Reforms
Besides these, there were many other 
important changes brought about under 
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Druk Gyalpo Jigme Dorji Wangchuck’s 
rule. The ceiling on land holdings was fixed 
at 30 acres. Lands above the fixed ceiling 
were distributed to the landless and the land 
revenue was greatly reduced. This was ‘a 
dream come true’ for the first King, Druk 
Gyalpo Ugyen Wangchuck, who had felt that 
the common people were heavily burdened 
with the land revenue introduced during the 
Desi system. His son had promised him to 
lighten the burden. During the third King’s 
reign, not only was the land revenue reduced 
but also the poor farmers owning small plots 
of land were totally exempted from paying 
any land revenue.

His Majesty completely abolished the 
practice of serfdom in the country. He gave 
them land and equal status. All these reflect 
his character, his genuine affection for his 
people and his deep sense of responsibility 
towards their well being.

His Majesty established the Royal Body 
Guard in 1958, the Royal Bhutan Army in 
1959 and organized the police force in 1965 
for the maintenance of our external and 
internal security, and law and order.

The King believed that our rich culture 
and traditions of the country had to be 
always protected and made to co-exist 

Fig. 8.2 Indian Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru visits Bhutan in 1958
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harmoniously with the development process. 
These bring out the country’s identity as a 
sovereign independent nation. 

He had deep religious faith: many ancient 
temples and monasteries were renovated 
under his personal direction; he had cast 
10,000 images of Lord Buddha; copied in 
gold, the entire Buddhist canon as contained 
in the Kanjur and Tanjur.

Constitutional Reforms
One of the greatest and wisest steps that the 
Druk Gyalpo took was the establishment of 
the National Assembly (Tshogdu) in 1953. 
He wanted to develop political consciousness 
among his people and grant them a greater 
participation in the running of the country. 

It was decided that the Tshogdu would 
meet twice a year and enact laws, approve 
senior appointments in the government and 
advise the government on all matters of 
national importance. The Tshogdu is made 
up of elected representatives of the people, 
the monk body and representatives of the  
government. They all serve for a term of 
three years.

A decade later, in 1963, the Royal Advisory 
Council, Lodroe Tshogde, was created. It 
was however, constituted formally only 
in 1965. This Council acted as a link 
between the King, his Council of Ministers 
and his people. It advised the King and 
his Council of Ministers on key issues of 
policy and ensured the implementation 
of the resolutions passed by the National 

Fig. 8.3 The National Assembly Hall
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Assembly.  It is a small body consisting of  
the representatives of the people (Migsye 
Kutshabs), and the monk body. Lodroe-
Tshogdu was chaired by Kalyoen elected 
by the government. They hold office for five 
years except the chairperson  who serverd 
at the pleasure  of the king.

Student Activity

 Compare and contrast the Tshogdu 
and the Lodroe Tshogde.

Druk Gyalpo Jigme Dorji Wangchuck drew 
up a code of law, laying down a system of 
legal justice and correct conduct, which 
protected the rights of all his subjects. 
The regulations were contained in 17 
volumes and covered every aspect of civil 
administration. They ranged from the 
activities of the police force to the methods 
of treating prisoners.

Capital punishment was abolished. The 
judiciary was separated from the executive 
and the High Court was established in 1968. 
The judiciary was made independent of 
the Government. It was able to uphold the 
laws and try cases outside the control of the 
central government or executive body of 
the state. Thus the he judicial system was 
improved.

The Path to Development
One of the greatest achievements of Druk 
Gyalpo Jigme Dorji Wangchuck was the 
introduction of the Five Year Development 
Plan in 1961. This put Bhutan on the road to 
a planned national development. It provided 

for the development of various areas, 
such as roads, education, health, forestry, 
agriculture, power, animal husbandry and 
industry.
The Second Five Year Plan, begun in 1966, 
aimed at further development of agriculture, 
education, roads, water supply, power, health 
services, and the development of other 
nation-building activities.

To implement the Third Five Year Plan, 
which was started in April 1971, the 
Planning Commission was set up and the 
Crown Prince Jigme Singye Wangchuck 
was appointed as its Chairman. The Plan 
aimed at :

•   improving agriculture production, roads, 
bridges, power supplies, local livestock, 
health and medical facilities

•   setting up co-operative marketing 
societies

•   developing industries
•   expanding education
•   protecting and preserving ancient 

monuments

With these planned development programmes 
the third Druk Gyalpo led the country to 
rapid modernization and increased the 
prosperity of the people. 

Other Achievements and Favourite 
Pastimes
The Dzongkha language had always been a 
spoken language, there had been no written 
script. All the written documents had been 
in Choekey (a classical Tibetan script) up 
to this point. King Jigme Dorji Wangchuck 
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initiated the development of Dzongkha as a 
written language. This enabled the people 
to write the language they spoke. 

The King was very artistic and creative and 
enjoyed designing and took an active interest 
in the reconstruction of the Trashichho 
dzong. He also encouraged painting, 
sculpturing, and script-writing. He was 
very fond of calligraphy and preferred to 
sign hand-written documents in Dzongkha. 
Every afternoon at around 3 ‘o clock he 
would go out and do physical exercise. He 
was a good sportsman, taking interest in 
many traditional games. He enjoyed playing 
archery, like his father. He enjoyed long 
jump and could out-jump all the soldiers he 
competed against. 

At home after a busy day, he would spend 
some time with his family. The children 
were never far from him.

Father of Modern Bhutan 
As an architect of clear vision, foresight, 
and judicious statemanship, His Majesty 
steered the country away from the policy of 
isolation, brought about religious and social 
consolidation and set the country on the path 
of development. He was greatly loved by his 
people. He will always be remembered as 
the “Father of Modern Bhutan”.

The sudden and early demise of Druk 
Gyalpo Jigme Dorji Wangchuck  on 21st 
July, 1972 in Nairobi Kenya shook the whole 
country. His twenty years of rule had given a 
totally new outlook to the country. His death 

was mourned by everyone in the land. It was 
indeed a great loss for Bhutan.

Student Activity

A In groups of  4-5, 

1. Assess the achievements of Druk 
Gyalpo Jigme Dorji Wangchuck 
and then, according to your opinion, 
arrange them in order of importance.

2. Discuss and find out the activities 
carried out during the three Five-Year 
Plans mentioned in the text. (You 
need to refer to J.N. Hasrat’s History 
of Bhutan.)

B. Looking at the family trees of Jigme 
Namgyal and the three Kings, draw 
a family tree starting with Jigme 
Namgyal.

C. Construct a time line of the events 
during the reign of Druk Gyalpo 
Jigme Dorji Wangchuck from 1928 
to 1972.
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Fig. 8.4 Druk Gyalpo Jigme Dorji Wangchuck with Queen Mother Ashi Kesang Choeden

Fig. 8.5 Druk Gyalpo Jigme Dorji Wangchuck with his family
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We have read about the great lives and 
achievements of our first three kings and 
now we will read about our fourth king, 
Druk Gyalpo Jigme Singye Wangchuck, 
who ruled the country since 1972.  We will 
briefly  look at the past thirty four years 
of his glorious reign. These periods have 
probably seen the greatest changes and the 
fastest development during the entire course 
of our history.

Early Life and Education
You will remember that his grandfather, the 
second Druk Gyalpo, lived with his family 
and court in Bumthang in summer and in 
Trongsa in winter. During the time of his 
father, the third Druk Gyalpo, the capital 
and seat of Government were shifted to 
Thimphu in 1952. Three years later, on 11th 
November 1955, which corresponds to the 
Wood Sheep Year in the Bhutanese calendar, 
Druk Gyalpo Jigme Singye Wangchuck 
was born at the  Dechencholing Palace in 
Thimphu. The birth of a prince brought 
special happiness to their Majesties and all 
the people of Bhutan. 

The young prince began his education at an 
early age. To begin with, he was taught by 
private tutors. His father was determined, 
like his father before him, that the young 
prince should receive the best skills and 

training which proved so useful during his 
own reign. 

The prince was soon introduced to the 
people. He was taken on visits his father 
made to many distant parts of the Kingdom.  
The journeys were long and difficult as 
there were few motorable roads at the time. 
From these visits he was able to see the real 
conditions and the situation of the people 
and the country. They were to leave a lasting 
impression on him. We will be able to identify 
the policies that developed as a direct result 
of these encounters with his people. 

When he was old enough he went to school 
in Darjeeling and to England. He continued 
his schooling at the Ugyen Wangchuck  Acad-
emy in Paro that was established specifically 
for the Crown Prince to study in the company 
of other Bhutanese boys of his own age. 

  
Student Activity

1.  How did the visits to many distant 
parts of the country benifit the young 
prince?

2. What kind of education did he 
receive?

Druk Gyalpo Jigme Singye Wangchuck and His 
Thirty Four Years of Glorious Reign  

Chapter Nine
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Druk Gyalpo Jigme Singye Wangchuck and Twenty Five Years of Development

Preparing for Kingship
The Crown Prince's education was in two 
areas: an academic one that is followed by 
most students and an administrative one 
which he received from his father. Both 
were designed to prepare the young prince to 
shoulder the responsibilities as a king when 
he would ascend to the throne. 

In 1971, when he was only 16 years old, he 
assumed the responsibility of the Chairman 
of the newly created Planning Commission. 
In 1972, on the recommendation of 
Lhengye Zhungsthog his father made him 
the Trongsa Poenlop and the leader of the 
Sharchog Khorlo Tsibgyed (the 8 districts 
of Eastern Bhutan). Since the establishment 
of hereditary monarchy in Bhutan in  1907 
Trongsa Poenlop is traditionally the first 
title assumed by the Crown Prince before 
ascending to the throne. 

Shortly afterwards, following the death of 
his father on July 21, 1972, he had to take 
over the reigns of the Government. This 
was not automatic since the constitution 
normally provides for the appointment of 
a four member Council of Regents in the 
event of a Crown Prince coming to the throne 
before the age of 21. The Council would rule  
the country until the Crown Prince came 
of age.  However, the 37th session of the 
National Assembly convened in 1972 was 
so impressed with the intelligence, ability 
and  maturity of the young King, which far 
exceeded his 17 years, that it expressed its 
complete confidence in him by resolving 
to  waive the formation of the Council 
and immediately ratifying his succession.  
Bhutan, therefore, came to have the youngest 

King in the world.

Student Activity

1.  What were the government posts held 
by the Crown Prince Jigme Singye 
Wangchuck before the death of his 
father?

2. When does the constitution provide 
for the appointment  of a four member 
Council of Regents?

The Coronation

Two years later, on the morning of 2nd June, 
1974,  His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck 
was formally crowned the King of Bhutan. 
Before we begin to look at the policies and 
developments that have taken place since this 
important day, we must look at the speech 
delivered by His Majesty on his coronation. 
We will then be able to follow the path of 
development he so clearly mapped out for 
us on that day. You might have seen pictures 
of His Majesty standing calm and confident 
in front of a huge crowd gathered at the 
Changlimithang ground in Thimphu to see 
him and pay their respects to him. 

We quote the message here for you to see 
that even during the coronation,  His Majesty 
had clear visions for the future of his country 
and people.  

From the speech His Majesty delivered 
during the coronation it is clearly evident 
that he had already made great plans for the 
future of his country and people. Based on 
these plans many policies have been designed 
to achieve the goals listed below :
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The most important task before us at present is to achieve economic self-reliance 
to ensure the continued progress of our country in the future. Bhutan has a small 
population, abundant land and rich natural resources and sound planning on 
our part will enable us to realize our aim of economic self-reliance in the near 
future. 

As far as you, my people, are concerned, you should not adopt the attitude that 
whatever is required to be done for your welfare will be done entirely by the Gov-
ernment. On the contrary, a little effort on your part will be much more effective 
than a great deal of effort on the part of the Government. If the Government and 
people join hands and work with determination, our people will achieve prosperity 
and our nation will become strong and stable. 

The only message I have to convey to you today, my people, is that if everyone of 
us consider ourselves Bhutanese, and think and act as one, and if we have faith 
in The Triple Gem, our glorious Kingdom of Bhutan will grow from strength to 
strength and achieve prosperity, peace and happiness.

•	 Social	and	Economic			 	
	 Prosperity
•	 Gross	National		 	 	
	 Happiness	
•	 People’s	Participation
•	 Strong	and	Efficient		 	 	
	 Administrative	System
•	 National	Self	Reliance
•	 Preservation	of	Culture		 	
	 and	Religion
•	 One	Nation	OnePeople

Student Activity

Read	the	speech	delivered	by	His	Majesty	
on	 his	 coronation.	 The	 speech	 draws	
our	attention	to	the	goals	that	have	been	
set	out	for	us.	Find	out	which	goals	are	
reflected	in	his	speech.	Then	write	down	
the	list	of	goals	and	underneath	each	you	
should	write	the	quote	from	the	speech	
that	corresponds	with	it.	Each	goal	can	
be	supported	by	one	quote	or	more.

Planning for Development
Ever	since	 the	Planning	Commission	was	
created	 in	 1971,	 under	 the	 Chairmanship	
of	His	Majesty,	the	process	of	development	
has	 been	 very	 successful.	 His	 Majesty	
served	 as	 the	 Chairman	 of	 the	 Planning	
Commission	 until	 June	 1991	 when	 he	
decided	to	relinquish	the	post	and	appoint	
a	 new	 chairman	 in	 order	 to	 decentralize	
the	existing	system	of	decision	making	in	
the	 Planning	 Commission.	 His	 Majesty	
strongly	believed	 that	his	people	also	can	
play	a	responsible	part	in	the	development	
of	their	own	nation.	Therefore,	His	Majesty	
stressed	upon	the	need		for	the	Government	
and	the	people	to	work	hand-in-hand	towards	
achieving	the	national	objectives.	Thus,	His	
Majesty	encouraged			people’s participation 
in	 the	 formulation	 of	 national	 policies,	
implementation	of	developmental	activities,	
and	achievement	of	a	sustainable		future.	
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Concerned about the growing dependency  
on  other countries ,  His Majesty has declared 
self-reliance as one of the  important goals. 
By this,  it is intended to avoid  depending 
so much on external resources for our 
own development.During the reign of His 
Majesty, the living standard of the people had 
improved greatly with the establishment of 
an effective nationwide network of servive 
infrastructure and a rapid growth in the 
national economy. 

Now we will look at the reforms and 
development under the Fourth Druk 
Gyalpo.
  

Student Activity

  What do you understand by 
 the following terms?
 1. People's participation
  2. Self-reliance
 3. Self-sufficiency

Social Reforms

Health 

The most remarkable developments have 
taken place in the area of health and 
education. People in most of the villages 
could get medical treatment at the BHUs 
(Basic Health Units). Every Dzongkhag 
Headquarters has a hospital. Serious cases are 
referred to the Regional Referral Hospitals. 
The increased and improved health facilities 
have also succeeded in preventing the 
outbreak of epidemics. All health facilities, 
including treatments outside the country are 
free of charge. 

Education

His Majesty desired that all Bhutanese 
men and women should be educated, 
productive and useful citizens. Education 
had, therefore, been given great importance 

Fig. 9.3 Planning for Development

(by courtesy of Kuensel)
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and the Government had made every 
effort to increase and improve the number 
of educational facilities. The number of 
educational institutes had increased from 97 
in 1974 to 507 in 2006. The school enrolment 
from 13,410 students  in 1974 has reached 
to 169, 673 in 2006. The National literacy 
rate has increased to 60% in 2003. 

Free education is available to all Bhutanese. 
To universalize primary education  many 
more primary and community schools have 
been opened in all parts of the country.

In addition to normal schools, there are 
vocational and technical institutes, Royal 
University of  Bhutan (RUB) established 
on 2nd June 2006, teachers training colleges, 
Non-formal education centres as well as 
several monastic schools. The monastic 
schools serve the purpose of promoting our 
religious traditions and values through the 
provision of religious education. Its success 
in the area of education has made it possible 
to drastically reduce our dependence on 
expatriates to carry out development works 
in the Kingdom during the past decade. 

Agriculture and Forestry

His Majesty was deeply concerned over 
the quality of life of the rural people who 
form over 80% of Bhutan’s population. 
Major developmental efforts have, therefore, 
been geared towards rural development 
particularly in the agriculture sector. 
Provision of irrigation facilities, use of 
improved seeds, application of improved 
methods and mechanization on farming have 
greatly increased agricultural production. 

The improvement in the production of cash 
crops has greatly increased the cash incomes 
of the farmers. Much progress has also been 
made in improving the breed of livestock 
and the adoption of modern management 
practices in animal husbandry. His Majesty 
has continued the tradition of providing land 
to the landless people. 

Under the wise leadership of His Majesty, 
Bhutan has been able to maintain over 67.5% 
forest cover which is believed to be one of the 
highest in the world. Bhutan is one of the few 
countries where, through conscious efforts, 
the natural environment has been retained 
unspoilt. Our forests, being an important 
natural resource, are being protected from 
over-use and sustained for the future 
generations. The Royal Government’s efforts 
in conserving the environment and achieving 
sustainable development has received 
worldwide recognition and support.

In 2005, United Nations Environment 
Protection Agency awarded medal to His 
Majesty in recognition of his leadership of 
environmental conservation. His Majesty 
also received the Paul Getty Conservation 
Award on 17th October, 2006 from the World 
Wildlife Fund.

Media and Communication 

In 1973, right after a reign of one year, the 
country's first media service (BBS) was 
established. Television and internet services 
were introduced in 1999 coinciding with the 
Silver Jubliee Celebration of the fourth king.
His Majesty's reign saw a rapid expansion 
of media services and telecommunication 

Reprint 2022



74

History of Bhutan

Fig. 9.4 Village People visiting a BHU

Fig. 9.5 Immunization of a child
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facilities throughout the country: wireless 
service, cell phones, post offices and postal 
services, radios, bus services as well as 
private newspapers. 

Despite the  difficult terrains, by 2006 the 
Kingdom had 649 bridges and more than 
4, 392 kilometers of motor roads. In 1972,  
there were only 35 bridges and the total 
length of motorable road was only 1,500 
kilometers. Feeder roads connecting the 
rural population to the highways have also 
been given priority. The establishment of 
the National Airlines, Druk Air in 1983, has 
further opened Bhutan’s doors to the outside 
world increasing and improving our relations 
with other countries.

Student Activity

1. Assess the important  social 
developmental changes during the 
reign of the our fourth King.

Economic Reforms

In the area of industrial development, 
considerable progress has been achieved.  
One of the most significant achievements is 
the establishment of the 336 MW Chhukha 
Hydel Project which has made a significant 
impact on the socio-economic development 
of  the country as well as the overall national 
capacity to generate revenue.  Further, other 
important hydro projects include 64 MW of 
Basochhu Hydro Power Project,  60 MW  
Kurichu Hydro Power Project, 1,020 MW 
Tala Project, where full operation began in 
2007. The developments in industry and 

power have enabled Bhutan to increase 
exports and improve the balance of payments. 
Progress has also been made in the area of 
third country trade leading to substantial 
earning of hard currency for the country.

His Majesty the King had emphasized the 
role of the private sector in the area of trade 
and industry. Public sector enterprises were 
privatised and investment opportunities 
opened up to the people to ensure more 
equitable distribution of wealth. 

High priority had also been given to increase 
the tax base and enhance the generation of 
national revenue. 

In 1972, the National Per Capita income was 
barely US $ 60. By the end of 2006, it had 
risen to US $ 1, 513. The annual revenue 
of the Government was increased from Nu. 
41 millions in 1971 to Nu. 36.9 billions in 
2006. As a result, the Royal Government  
was in a position to meet all its recurrent 
expenditure.  

Student Activity

1. What steps have been taken to ensure 
that all people get almost equal shares 
of wealth?

Administrative Reforms

His Majesty firmly believed that the 
Government must be strong, responsible 
and capable of meaningful leadership. 
The Administrative system in the Royal 
Government  was  continuously reorganized 
with a view to make administration at all 
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levels highly efficient, strong, sustainable 
and dynamic. 

One of the most decisive decisions taken by 
His Majesty was the decentralization of the 
system of Government since the beginning 
of the 5th Five Year Plan (FYP). This was 
aimed towards bringing greater participation 
of the people in the decision making 
and implementation of the development 
process. 

With the establishment of  the Dzongkhag 
Yargye Tshogchungs (DYT) in 1981 and the 
Geog Yargye Tshogchungs (GYT) in 1991, 
development plans reflecting their needs are 
formulated by the people themselves at the 
grassroot level. While in the past the people 
had not been aware of the programmes even 
for their own Geogs, they are now fully 
involved from the conception stage to the 
implementation of the programmes. His 
Majesty also travelled tirelessly around the 
country so that he can talk to the people and 
review the development works.

As part of the decentralisation process, His 
Majesty relinquished the Chairmanship 
of the Planning Commission in 1991 and 
handed over the government to the Council 
of Ministers in 1998. Further, in 2001, His 
Majesty commanded the drafting of the 
constitution, which was formally adopted in 
18th July 2008. All these political reforms of 
power sharing with people prepared the stage 
for launching democracy in Bhutan.

Student Activity

1.  What reforms have been made to the 
administration of the country?

2. In your notebook draw a simple diagram 
of the Dzongkhag administration. It 
should include all levels of adminstration 
starting from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs going down to the Geog level. 
You can use the diagram on 'Structure 
of Government under Druk Gyalpo 
Jigme Singye Wangchuck's as a guide. 

Fig. 9.6 School Children

Fig. 9.7 A School in a remote area
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Cultural and Religious Reforms
You have already been introduced to the fact 
that Bhutan, in the course of its historical 
evolution, has developed cultural traditions 
which are very unique from those existing 
elsewhere  in the region. This is clearly 
reflected in its customs and manners, 
language and dress, religion, and arts and 
crafts. Its rich cultural heritage has provided 
Bhutan with a distinct national identity 
and contributed greatly towards ensuring 
Bhutan’s status as a sovereign, independent 
country through many turbulent centuries. 

His Majesty is convinced that our rich cultural 
and traditional heritage will also continue to 
strengthen our unique national identity in the 
years ahead. The promotion and preservation 
of our national heritage has, therefore, an 
important place in the framework of our 

national policies especially  at a time when 
the pace of development and modernisation 
has begun to affect the life style of our people, 
particularly amongst the younger generation.

His Majesty the King, keeping in mind 
the long term well- being of our people, 
commanded the establishment of the 
Dratshang Lhentshog (Council for 
Ecclesiastical Affairs) on June 13, 1984 and 
the Kadzin Lhentshog (Special Commission 
for Cultural Affairs) on May 23, 1986, 
which was restuctured and renamed Solzin 
Lhentshog in 1995. The Council and the 
Commission together called the Council for 
Religious and Cultural Affairs has, therefore, 
the responsibilities of formulating policies to:

• promote the national language, Zhungkha, 
so that people of different linguistic groups 
can communicate with each other and 

Fig. 9.8 Satellite Dish  in Thimphu
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provide a sense of brotherhood as citizens 
of one country.

• increase the appreciation    and  
understanding of our  culture and 
traditions through  the  practice of  Driglam    
Namzha (social etiquette).

• preserve and maintain the national 
treasures and monuments.

• protect and promote the Kingdom’s rich 
religious values and traditions.

Dratshangs, which  earlier existed only in a few 
selected  Dzongs,  have  been established in 
all the Dzongkhag Headquarters. Traditional 
scholarships were encouraged through 
Dratshangs (Monastic communities) as well 
as through Shaydras (Buddhist colleges) and 
Drubdras (Meditational centres). Further, 
the education programme in the monastic 
sector, which already included practical 
as well as philosophical courses had been 
expanded to include a more general range 
of subjects. 

Student Activity
1. Why were the Dratshang Lhentshog 

and Kadzin Lhen-tshog set up? What 
were they responsible for?

Foreign Relations
In the year before his death, His Late Majesty, 
the third Druk Gyalpo, had successfully 
applied for Bhutan’s membership to the 
United Nations Organization (UNO) and on 
21st September, 1971, Bhutan was admitted 

to the United Nations as its 128th member. 
Becoming a member of the UN brought new 
responsibilities and international recognition 
to the country. Bhutan’s membership has 
also resulted in UN support and assistance 
through many of its agencies. 

Bhutan began to develop diplomatic relations 
with a number of countries, establishing trade 
links and many other agreements. Apart from 
its office at the United Nations at New York, 
in 1971 Bhutan had diplomatic relationships 
with only India and Bangladesh. By 2006, 
Bhutan had established diplomatic ties 
with 22 countries and fielded ambassadors 
and consulates to represent Bhutan. The 
cooperation that develops from these links 
has resulted in financial and technical support 
for the Kingdom’s development. India, 
however, remains  our closest friend and 
neighbour, and is the largest contributor for 
our development programmes.

Our relations with our neighbours are very 
important. The co-operation and sharing 
of problems and finding ways to solve 
them is carried out in the forum of SAARC 
(South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation), which is an organization of 
eight South Asian countries (Afganistan 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka) established in 1985. 
The organization helps in the development 
and promotion of peace and progress  
in the region through mutual understanding 
and cooperation. 

Bhutan, in 1971, became a member of the 
Group of 77. This is a group of developing 
countries which works towards the benefits 
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ARMED FORCES
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EXECUTIVE
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Reprint 2022



80

History of Bhutan

of the developing countries and strongly 
supports land-locked and least developed 
countries like Bhutan. His Majesty further 
increased our participation in international 
affairs by making Bhutan a member of the 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) in 1973. The 
organization was formed in 1961 and meets 
every 3 years. The Non Aligned Movement 
provides a steady  and independent view of 
international affairs.

While talking about our foreign policy it 
must be remembered that Bhutan is a small 
country with a very small population located 
between very large neighbours. The main 
aim of Bhutan’s foreign policy is, therefore,  
to maintain close and friendly relations with 
all countries, particularly its neighbours. It 
is also aimed at strengthening the country’s 
status as a sovereign independent nation 
amongst these nations.

Student Activity

1. Which international bodies is Bhutan 
a member of?

2. Name the country that has provided the 
most important financial and material 
assistance to Bhutan.

3. Give one important function of
 i) the SAARC
 ii) the Group of 77 and 
 iii) the NAM

National Identity and the Concept 
of One Nation One People

As already mentioned before, His Majesty 
over the years had stressed the importance 
of strengthening our unique identity and 
promoting the concept of One Nation One 
People. This is particularly important for 
small nations, which unlike larger countries, 
cannot rely on economic or military strength 
to safeguard their national interests. His 
Majesty had repeatedly stated that the most 
effective way for a small, landlocked and 
developing country like Bhutan to safeguard 
its security and well-being is to rely on the 
strength of its national identity and the unity 
amongst its people. 

Nationwide programmes were, therefore, 
launched in 1989 to strengthen our national 
identity and bring the people of southern 
Bhutan further into the national mainstream. 
Meetings were conducted at the Geog and 
Dzongkhag levels by members of the GYT 
and DYT. All the southern Bhutanese people 
welcomed and extended their whole-hearted 
support for the programmes. His Majesty 
subsequently toured all the Dzongkhags 
in southern Bhutan to meet the people and 
obtain their genuine views. All the people 
once again re-affirmed their support for 
the programmes and pledged their full 
commitment towards strengthening the 
Kingdom’s unique national identity and 
promoting the concept of one nation one 
people. The support was further confirmed 
by the people of southern Bhutan during 
the 68th session of the National Assembly 
convened later during the year. 
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Unfortunately, anti-national elements, 
consisting of a few disgruntled people and 
illegal immigrants, used this programme 
to instigate the people of southern Bhutan 
against the Royal Government. They 
spread malicious and false rumours that the 
Bhutanization programme was an imposition 
of Drukpa culture on the Southern Bhutanese 
people. The Bhutanization programme is 
in essence a policy of national integration 
promoting the concept of one nation one 
people and building a Bhutan where all 
citizens, regardless of their ethnic or 
regional backgrounds, are proud to consider 
themselves  Bhutanese.

The anti-national activities ultimately 
led to widescale uprisings and violent 
demonstrations all across southern Bhutan 
during September, 1990. Acts of terrorism 
and violence intensified. People were robbed, 
kidnapped and murdered. Schools, hospitals 
and other public facilities were attacked 
and destroyed. Bhutan’s age-old peace and 
tranquility and its image as the last Shangrila 
was totally shattered.

Even during this difficult period, His Majesty 
the King had remained deeply committed to 
the concept of  one nation one people and 
the process of national integration. 

His Majesty remains as steadfast and 
committed as ever to promote the unity 
amongst the people and to strengthen the 
unique identity of the nation. He has always 
expressed his confidence that so long as the 
people and the Government work together 
singlemindedly, all national goals and 

aspirations can be fulfilled and a bright and 
secure future can be ensured for Bhutan. We, 
as citizens of Bhutan must not forget our duty 
to support the King in building up a strong, 
secure, united and prosperous nation.

 
Student Activity 

1. Why is it important for Bhutan to 
strengthen its unique identity and unity 
among its people?

2. What was the main reason behind the 
emergence of antinational uprisings in 
southern Bhutan?

3. What actions in particular shattered 
the peace that we have had since ages 
past?

A Life in the Service of His Country 
and People

It is very difficult for us to imagine what 
it is like to be a king. Story books often 
present a picture of the life of a king as one 
of ease, pleasure and enormous power and 
wealth. This is, of course, far from the truth 
in real life. 

The life of our beloved King, His Majesty 
Jigme Singye Wangchuck, like his father 
before him, has been very hard working and 
dedicated to his people and country. From 
a very early age, His Majesty had to give 
up leading a normal life and shouldered the 
heavy burdens and responsibilities of state. 
For the past thirty four years, he had dedicated 
himself towards building Bhutan into a nation 

Reprint 2022



82

History of Bhutan

Fig. 9.10 His Majesty with India's Late Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi (by courtesy of Kuensel)

Reprint 2022



83

Druk Gyalpo Jigme Singye Wangchuck and Twenty Five Years of Development

we can all be proud of. Indeed, it were these 
past thirty four years, under the dynamic and 
farsighted leadership of His Majesty, that 
Bhutan had achieved the fastest imaginable 
pace of development and also enhanced its 
status as a proud and sovereign member 
of the international community of nations. 
The welfare, happiness and prosperity of his 
people and the security and well-being of the 
country always came first to His Majesty. 
He had dedicated himself to ensuring that 
Gross National Happiness receives as much 
importance as Gross National Product. All his 
farsighted policies were aimed at ensuring 
Bhutan’s long term security and well being 
as a strong, prosperous and sovereign, 
independent nation.

His Majesty leads a very simple life, and is 
always conscious as a leader of a small and 
landlocked developing country that ended 
its isolation and began planned development 
only some decades ago. As such, he sets 
very high standards for personal integrity 
in the Royal Government. Through his 
shining example of meticulous concern for 
the judicious use of Government resources, 
His Majesty had not only attracted generous 
foreign assistance for the development of 
the country but also ensured their proper 
utilization. 

While in the Capital, His Majesty spent 
long hours meeting ministers and senior 
officials of the Royal Government and 
keeping up-to-date on the progress of various 

Fig. 9.11 His Majesty at a SAARC Summit (by courtesy of Kuensel)
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projects and programmes. At other times, 
he constantly toured different parts of the 
country meeting the people and hearing their 
needs and problems. His Majesty often took 
his family with him during such tours so that 
they too could meet the people and dedicate 
themselves to the service of the nation. 

His Majesty prepared meticulously for 
all his meetings whether it was with the 
people, Government officials or with foreign 
dignitaries. He not only had a wide vision 
but also a very discerning eye for details on 
all matters of national importance. The same 
high standard was also expected from all 
senior members of the Royal Government.

His Majesty, like his father before him, had 
always reiterated that the future of Bhutan 
lies in the hands of the people. All his efforts 
in the past years have been geared towards 
ensuring that not only the Government 
but the people also play an important and 
decisive role in ensuring the continued 
well-being and security of the country. His 
Majesty constantly reminded us that our 
forefathers have handed over to us a nation 
whose security they had safeguarded against 
serious odds and grave threats, even at the 
cost of their own lives.

   If our fathers could make such noble 
sacrifices at a time when they faced great 
difficulties and hardships in their daily 
lives, it is the sacred duty of all Bhutanese 
today to work together singlemindedly 
to ensure that we pass on to our future 
generations the proud and secure legacy 
of a strong , united and prosperous 
Bhutan.

These are the visions with which our beloved 
King, His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck, 
has always been striving for the service of 
his country and people. We are indeed most 
fortunate to have a King with such dedication, 
wisdom and farsightedness to guide our 
destiny into the 21st century.

After ruling Bhutan for thirty four years, 
His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck 
voluntarily and against people’s popular 
appeal, abdicated the golden throne on 
14th December, 2006, passing it to his 
son, the next heir in the line of succession, 
His Majesty Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuck.  

His thirty four years of glorious reign 
is indeed a Golden Era in the history of 
Bhutan. Promulgation of the Constitution of 
Bhutan (Tsa-Thrim-Chenmo), authorship 
of the Gross National Happiness (GNH), 
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Good Governance, safe-guarding of the 
National sovereignty, the establishment 
of friendly diplomatic relationships with 
many countries and the transformation 
of Constitutional Monarchy into 
Constitutional Democratic Monarchy are 
some of the unforgettable contributions of 
our fourth king. 

The seeds sown in tears and sweats by 
him are now, reaped joyously by the entire 
citizen. Therefore, it becomes the utmost 
duty of all the Bhutanese to safeguard and 
uphold the way paved by our fourth Druk 
Gyalpo and pledge ourselves to carry on 
his legacy.

His Majesty Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuck ascended the throne on 15th 
December, 2006, although the formal cor-
onation was held on 6th November, 2008.  
This significant event heralded the dawn 
of the Great Eastern Sun and yet another 
Golden Era in the Bhutanese history. 

Within few years of his reign, His Majesty 
has proven to be an open, positive, 
dynamic, magnanimous and selfless leader 
for the cause of his country and people for 
which, he is popularly known as ‘People’s 
King’. Indeed, he is a great source of 
inspiration for the future generation.  

Student Activity

1. His Majesty dedicates his life in 
ensuring the continued well-being 
and security of the nation. Discuss 
in groups of 4-5, and make a list of 
statements that say how you as citizens 
of Bhutan would help to ensure its 
well-being and security.

2. In groups of 4-5, collect information 
on the developments that have taken 
place over the past 34 years of His 
Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuck in 
your area in the following:

 
a. education
 b. health care
 c. agriculture and animal husbandry
 d. forestry activities
 e. trade and industries
 f. transport and communication

 Based on the information collected, 
write what develop-ments have taken 
place in your area under the heading 
"Developments in My Area"
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Fig. 9.12 His Majesty having lunch with the members of the public during one of the 
tours of the country (by courtesy of Kuensel)

Fig. 9. 15 His Majesty talking to the people about his plans for them (by courtesy of Kuensel)
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Fig. 9.13   His Royal Highness Dasho Jigme Khesar 
Namgyal Wangchuck, the Crown Prince addressing 
at one of the school functions (by courtesy of Kuensel)

Fig. 9.14   His Majesty with National Assembly members (by courtesy of Kuensel)
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